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President’s Message 

Welcome Finger Lakes Region Members to our Fall Newsletter. I know once this time of year is 

here many consider our season of Porsche activities nearing an end. While this may be true for 

some, quite a bit of activity can still go on. Many members would enjoy hearing or reading of 

one of your memorable events or tours of the year. If so, consider submitting an article which 

we could publish here, or on our website www.flk.pca.org. Also, if you have some photos you 

would like to share with a caption this can be added and uploaded at any time. You may also 

find it on the cover of one of our future newsletters. 

There are also plans to enhance our website with a more active calendar on the front page, a 

marketplace for buying, selling, and trading items, and a membership photo gallery. There is 

also a need to enhance our archive and history section. Our region has a very colorful past that 

is documented in the old Flea newsletters. Soon we will be working to upload these. If any 

members have input or suggestions on these actions, please respond to admin@flk.pca.org 

as most of this is a work in progress.  

My first term as President is winding down and, as I look back, we have a good core of 

activities that has club participation at very acceptable levels. Primarily we would like to 

continue drawing in not just new members but established members who may not have 

previously participated. Perhaps a change of venue to move our activities around our region is 

a good way of doing so. Our “Show, Taste, and Tour” event could easily visit a winery on 

another of our Finger Lakes. There are other historic sites to visit for our “Drive, Learn, and 

Dine” now that we have twice visited the International Museum of Racing and Research Center 

in Watkins Glen. A good outlook is where to next! 

We recognize the need to reach out to members in the Southern Tier that started with the 

dinner event at Tags in Big Flats this October. Any other suggestions will help us build on this 

as we grow our membership. So please if you enjoyed attending let us know as well as of ways 

to improve. 

Let’s look forward to the coming year and explore possibilities for a new member meeting, 

holiday party, and other social activities that we’ll be working on. 

Enjoy the drive, 

Dom 
Dom Pullano, President 

FINGER LAKES REGION PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 

mailto:admin@flk.pca.org
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Drive it LOUD! © 

¡A Toda Velocidad!* 
 Luis A. Martínez 

Getting Ready for Winter Fun! 

Wow! Barely into November and we had record setting low temperatures (12F) and high 

accumulations of snow (14 inches at the ROC airport!) Is this a harbinger of what’s next?!? My 

track car has been winterized for a long winter’s nap, and I can now reprioritize to reading and 

‘riting.  

Speaking of winterizing your car, here are some tips from a very nice site called The Blog About 

Porsche - Flat Sixes.com: https://flatsixes.com/advise/maintenance-tips/10-steps-winterize-

your-porsche/ 

I will add an 11th tip to theirs. Since I have to store my race car outside on its trailer, I want to 

discourage mice, chipmunks, squirrels and other rodents from setting up shop in my car. My 

method is I place several bags of moth balls in each compartment – interior, engine bay and 

front luggage area. Then I buy a box of Bounty dryer sheets and spread sheets all over these 

interior spaces. Why? Because the cumulative odor of the moth balls and dryer sheets is an 

effective and cheap repellent to rodents.  

This winter, as you set out in your winter car, remember that your family rides on 4 contact 

patches- where the rubber meets the road; each one is only the size of the palm of your hand. 

Be doubly cautious if you ride an AWD vehicle like a C4, Cayenne, Macan, Panamera (or my 

Audi S4 Quattro). Why? Because many drivers of AWD are lulled into thinking that the traction 

they experience while accelerating will somehow show up when braking. It won’t. The friction 

coefficient of tires meeting icy roads is not helped by AWD. The only thing that helps when 

braking on icy roads is computerized traction control (make sure you have it turned on!), winter 

tires and plenty of room to scrub speed sufficiently. Here’s more: 

https://www.goldeagle.com/tips-tools/know-your-drivetrain-4wd-vs-awd-vs-traction-control/ 

By the way, in this part of the country your high- performance, all-season, wide profile summer 

tires will not help you in deep snow and ice. There are a number of excellent winter tires 

available – Bridgestone Blizzak, Michelin X-Ice, Pirelli Sotozzero and on my wife’s car Yokohama 

IceGuard. Something I do every time I drive away from my house on snowy, icy roads is that I 

test the for degree of slip. As you drive to your destination, find an empty parking lot, stretch of 

https://flatsixes.com/advise/maintenance-tips/10-steps-winterize-your-porsche/
https://flatsixes.com/advise/maintenance-tips/10-steps-winterize-your-porsche/
https://www.goldeagle.com/tips-tools/know-your-drivetrain-4wd-vs-awd-vs-traction-control/
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road or quiet street and, with no other cars behind you, hit the brake hard enough to provoke 

the ABS (antilock braking system). Practice steering while ABS is on (yes, you can steer through 

ABS to avoid hitting something). Then accelerate quickly to feel Traction Control in action. This 

is how you build confidence in your AWD, traction control, winter tires and ABS. Now you’re 

ready for a nice drive through the beautiful landscapes of western New York.  

This is our 23rd year as a PCA Region! Please check our busy Events for 2019, mark your 

calendar, bring your family and your Porsche(s), take some photos and send me a few lines with 

your pictures so I can include them in the next edition.  

* At Maximum Speed!  

 

 

2003 Porsche 996 3.6 race car.  Photo by: Luis A. Martinez 

 



 

FRONTRUNNER PG. 6 

64th Annual Porsche 
Parade Highlights 
shared by First 
Parade Attendees 
By Paul and Christine Corter                                               
  
While reading my early 2019 monthly Panorama magazines, I saw that this year’s Porsche 
Parade was being held in Boca Raton Florida the week of July 21 – July 27 at the Boca Raton 
Resort & Club. I told my wife Christine that I think we should attend this event. I said this would 
be a great post retirement adventure for us to do and since you love the beach this will be a 
great vacation for both of us. 

What brought this idea on is the fact I was planning to retire on June 1 so I would have a lot of 
free time to attend this event. So I started learning more about registering and what the parade 
agenda offered. My only concern was… I really didn’t want to drive to Florida and back and put 
all those extra miles on my 2006 Boxster. This issue was resolved after I found out about the 
Amtrak Auto Train that will take us and our car to Florida via a 17 hour train ride. I shared this 
news with Christine and we researched this opportunity and addition to our adventure.  

We found that we could board the train in Lorton, VA and it would take us to Sanford, FL via a 
17 hour train ride. We would only have to drive 6 hours to Lorton and then 3.5 hours to Boca 
Raton from Sanford FL. This is a lot better than driving 24 hours or more one way. This was 
great news so we added a few extra days to the beginning of our trip, because we could 
(retired), to drive to DC and visit with my son, who lives there, before we boarded the train on 
Friday, July 19th. I also found out we could pay extra for priority loading and unloading of our 
car. This allowed our car to be one of the first 30 cars loaded on/unloaded off the train so we 
could get on the road sooner.  

The day we needed to board the train, we arrived early per priority loading schedule and 
witnessed how they load the cars. We finally boarded the train, got settled in, received further 
info from the Train Attendant, and finally left the station at 4 pm starting our train traveling 
adventure.17 hours later we arrived in Sanford, FL on time at 9:00 am Saturday, July 20th. We 
quickly detrained and received our car, unscathed, and quickly got on the road for our trip to 
Boca Raton.  
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17 hours later we arrived in Sanford, FL on 
time Saturday morning, July 20th. We 
quickly detrained and received our car, 
unscathed, and quickly got on the road for 
our trip to Boca Raton.  

In preparation for this trip, which was 13 
days long, we needed to determine what we 
needed to bring and how we were going to 
pack it all into our little 2006 Boxster. So I 
did a little more research and found a four 
piece soft-sided luggage set specifically 
designed to fit in the Boxster. It came with 2 
large suit cases that fit in the frunk and 2 
smaller cases that fit in the trunk. We also 
still had room for a duffle carryon, backpack 
carryon, and 2 suit and dress bags. This still 

left us room for my Concours preparation tools and products. For you Boxster owners, this 
luggage set was a great purchase for under $200.  

Had a nice drive and arrived at the Boca Raton Resort & Club around 2pm, unpacked and 
checked in. Spent the day exploring the resort, using the supplied resort map, to learn the 
layout and find where events were being held and location of other amenities. We attended the 
Concours 101 and Parade 101 review sessions later in the afternoon to learn more about the 
events of the week. We had a nice dinner and we then finished exploring more of the resort 
and got rested up for an early day Sunday. 
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Sunday - Day 1 of the Parade; 

This was the day all attendees had to do final check-in. It was held from 9:00am to 4:00pm. This 
was a well-organized session where we signed registration forms and received our main parade 
packet, with ID badges, dinner tickets, and a checklist of all the activities we selected to do 
during the week. We then had to go to each of the activity tables to receive that info packet 
and supply further info for the event. Once all our activity registration checklist was completed 
we then were able to get our parade goodie bag full of neat stuff. We then went to the parade 
store and purchased some nice items. 

 

I signed up for my first Concours de’ Elegance held on Monday. I entered into the Preparation 
Street classification. I spent probably 40 hours preparing my car before we even left for the 
Parade. My goal was to have everything done so all I had to do was wash my car and attend to 
some minor interior issues. I accomplished my goal. So after Chris and I finished registering and 
checking out the Parade Store, I went to the garage to wash and prepare my car for the 
Concours while Chris went to the pool to relax and enjoy. 

The second floor of the garage had seven wash bays that were available for everyone all day 
every day of the parade. I spent maybe 2 hours washing and preparing my car for the Concours. 
It was so humid that when I finished I was soaked, from sweat, from my head to toes. 
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Chris and I met back at the room, freshened up and dressed for the Zone 1 meet and greet 
scheduled from 4:30-6:00pm. We then went back to our room and changed into our Miami Vice 
outfits and went to the evenings Pirelli Welcome Party (Miami Vice Dress). Met some nice 
people sitting at our table. 

 

 

  

Went to bed early that evening because my concours group had to be on the golf course by 
5:30am. 
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Monday- Day 2 of the Porsche; 

This was the Concours d’ Elegance event day which was from 5:30am till 3:00pm.  

I arose, and was at the garage, without breakfast or coffee, at 5:10am. I then found out the 
committee decided to wait until daylight (6:10am) before we moved the cars onto the golf 
course. I guess it would be easier if we could see what we were doing. Not sure why they didn’t 
use the alert system everyone downloaded to our cell phones to notify us earlier. Could have 
gotten a little more sleep.   

Time came to move the cars to the golf course and we were the first group to head out. The 
golf course is directly across from the garage entrance so we didn’t have to far to go. We got 
positioned and started to prep the car one last time to make sure all was good. To start we had 
to wipe the grass clippings off of the tires and wheels. Judging started at 8:30am so we had a 
good 2 hours to prep and stand around in the hot sun waiting for the judges to come by. Our 
group finally got judged around 11:30am. I received 4th place out of 6 entries in my category. I 
received 137.7 out of a possible 140 points. Missed 3nd place by .2 points and 2nd place by .5 
points. Had a good time, got a good tan and met some nice people I competed against and who 
stopped by to comment on my car. Chris had a nice time at the spa while I baked in the sun. 

  

After the Concours was over we attended the TSD Rally School to learn more about this event 
we will be in first thing Tuesday morning.
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Tuesday – Day 3 of the Parade  

This was the day of the TSD (Time/Speed/Distance) Rally. This was the first time we ever did 
such a thing. After we attended the Rally School we were so frustrated that we almost didn’t do 
this event. But we decided to do it to just have fun and to learn more about the event. 

We all met at the local high school at 7:30am. Our group left the high school at 8:28 AM. The 
rally instructions took us down interstate 95 to Ft. Lauderdale and we had to obey the speed 
limit designated in the rally instructions. It had us going 65mph on a route where others were 
doing 75mph or more. So we all had to drive in the slow lane being passed by everyone else. 
How embarrassing. 

We were in the beginner’s class using only our odometer and our cell phone clock for timing. 
Others had onboard GPS and other sophisticated navigation devices. Chris did a great job being 
the navigator. A lot of us got lost at one point and it was easy to do based on the instructions 
but we had the time to get back on track and finish that leg without losing points. 

The rally took us through neighborhoods and country roads. We saw a dead alligator on the 
side of the road.  

We completed the Rally and got back to Boca Raton by 1:30. I completed our Rally time sheet 
and we had a score of 622 when the goal was to be as close to 0 as possible. There were others 
with higher scores than ours so we didn’t feel that bad. We had a great time, we were still 
speaking to each other after the event, and learned more about a TSD Rally. We’d do it again.  

We attended the Porsche Concours d’ Elegance and PCA National Awards Banquet that 
evening. They do this activity every year to see who has attended the most Parades. We all 
stood up and when the MC called your number of attended parades you sat down. Since this 
was our first parade we sat first along with a few others. By the end, one gentleman was left 
standing with a record count of attending 60 parades. Remember, this was the 64th parade. The 
gentleman was from California and is 92 years old. He attended his first parade when he was 32 
years old in 1959. 

This was a cocktail attire event and was much nicer than the Sunday buffet event. Very 
professional. Had top PCA representatives along with Porsche Design and Marketing executives 
there. Gave nice prizes away. High performing PCA regions and members were honored. 
Concours d’ Elegance winners received their awards. Very nice time. 

Wednesday – Day 4 of the Parade 

We elected to take a Driving Tour to the everglades and take a ride in an airboat and watch an 
alligator show. 

We met at the high school and drove to the everglades. Took I 95 again but drove pretty fast 
this time in order to keep together. Not embarrassed this time.
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Had a great captain for our airboat. We learned a lot 
about the everglades that we never knew before. He 
showed us survival skills in case we ever got lost in 
the glades. Like that’s going to happen. He said the 
first thing to do if stranded in the glades is to start a 
fire. Airliner pilots who fly over the glades are 
trained to contact the coastguard if they see fire in 
the glades.  

After the boat tour we attended an alligator show 
and then had lunch at a nearby restaurant. Met 
another nice couple who we sat with during lunch. 

Thursday – Day 5 of the Parade 

We signed up to do the Gimmick Rally but since we have been busy every day we decided to 
sleep in and not do it. We decided to have a pool day and relax until we had to get ready for our 
Riverboat Tour and Dinner. 

We elected to do the Jungle Queen Riverboat tour and Island Dinner. We left the Resort on 
buses at 4:00 and arrive at the boat dock. The boat left the dock at 6:00pm and took us on a 
tour of the inter-coastal water ways. The tour guide kept the tour interesting by giving us 
information about the area. Went under a lot of drawbridges. 

After we arrived at the Island we had dinner, entertainment and returned back to resort by 
11pm.  

Friday – Day 6 of the Parade 

This was a free day and we spent all day at the Beach  

Saturday – Day 7 of the Parade 

This was the last day of the parade and the Parade of Porsches. 

Chris started the day by participating in the 5k run/walk event. She walked the event with some 
members we met on registration day. It was a very humid morning but she completed the 5k 
walk in under an hour. 

We got her some water and hopped into the car to go to the high school to get organized for 
the Parade of Porsches. While waiting for the event to start we socialized with other members.  
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We were given Porsche Flags to fly while driving. There were over 200 Porsches participating in 
the 15 mile Parade. We had police escorts managing the intersections for us. It was a nice drive 
along the ocean and through parts of the city. Had a nice time. Got back to the resort and spent 
more time at the pool. 

That evening we attended the Reliable Carriers Victory Banquet in cocktail attire.  

Awards were presented to the following:  

- The 5k Run/Walk Results 
- The PCA Presidents Parade Trophy 
- The Parade Long Distance Award. The longest distance was from Alaska. Drove over 5k 

miles.  
- LN Engineering Historical and Technical Quiz Award 
- Porsche AG Grand Door Prize – Trip to Germany. Same person that won in 2010 won 

again. What luck! 
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Two Porsche designed surf-boards were auctioned off. Each went for $7,500, totaling $15k for a 
children’s hospital.  

Reliable Carriers gave away a free Transport of a Porsche to next year’s parade in California 
from anywhere in the USA. A member from NC won it. Other nice prizes were also given away. 

During the event the new 992 generation 911 and 911 Speedster were on display along with 
the 718 Cayman GT4, and Boxster Spyder.  

Christine and I had a great experience at our first Porsche Parade. There were over 720 
attendees at this year’s parade. Next year’s Parade is being held in Palm Springs, CA. Don’t 
think we’ll be attending that one but the 2021 Parade is coming back to French Lick, IN. So if 
anyone is interested in attending maybe we can get a group of us to attend. Additional pictures 
of the event will be out on our web site. 

By: Paul and Christine Corter. PCA Finger Lakes Region members since June 2014. 
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Rolling and Tumbling 
By Dom Pullano 

The first time I drove a standard shift car for more than five minutes was back in 

1979 when I bought my Mazda RX-7 from Hall’s Mazda in Lockport, NY. I had a 

few instructions after handing over my check for the car. I was told just get it to 

the thruway, stay in fifth, and hope you don’t need to go in reverse. Well it 

actually worked out pretty well. I stalled out a few times to start, and coasted 

around a few lights but never got ticketed. So I did some rolling and a bit of 

tumbling unknownst to be preparing for my 911SC. 
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Then in 1989 I bought my 1983 Porsche 911SC Cab that was a five speed. This of course was 

nothing like the smooth Japanese made RX-7. The clutch was heavy, the shift sure and precise, 

and the feel very masculine. And so yes even though I had ten years of driving on a standard, I 

did some rolling and tumbling in my new Porsche. In other words, I had to get it right, be 

prepared when stopping at inclines, and know how to pop the clutch when a pretender 

challenged me at a light. Little did I know these events would give me the real skills I needed for 

my latest driving adventure. 

 

Rita and I rented along with six other friends an Italian villa in Cefalu, Sicily. Our plans were a bit 

different for our departure, so we rented three cars. I rented a Fiat Lito standard and everyone 

else had an automatic. Hey, I’m in Italy so I want to drive like a native! Well I was not told the 

villa was 24 kilometers away, straight up, on the perimeter of a mountain top. Well once we 

found our proprietor who led us up to the top while darkness set in, we realized we had to 

come down for provisions. There were eight of us but only one car needed to go down and back 

up in the dark. And, of course, the only one with a standard volunteered. Rita knew this would 

be the case while the drive was a bit horrific, she knew I was loving it. 
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So down the mountain we went rolling and tumbling with controlled abandon. The Fiat was a 

blast but how I wish I had the 911. The heft of the clutch and the need for precision would have 

made the drive more gripping then the Fiat ever could. Thankfully I had experience with the 

911 allowing me to add speed when needing to keep my revs up. Next, I had to keep the gears 

low when stability was needed for the declines. These were also primarily one lane roads with 

blind turns so the nimbleness and even balance of the rear engine Porsche translated nicely to 

the 2019 compact Fiat.  

The blues standard Rolling and Tumbling famously recorded by Muddy Waters is a song any 

true student of the blues must know since it was recorded in the Delta of the South. And 

thankfully the skills I learned on my 1983 911SC translates well to navigating a 2019 Fiat in the 

mountains of Sicily.  
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FIFTY YEARS OF IMSA 

Relating to Racing 

Sahlen’s 6-Hours of The Glen 

By Luis A. Martinez 

Reprinted with permission from Victory Lane magazine. 

 

International Motor Sports Association's 50th Anniversary logo was prominently visible everywhere during 

the Sahlen's 6-Hours of The Glen, as displayed on the C-pillar of the GTLM winning #911 Porsche 911 

RSR piloted by Patrick Pilet and Nick Tandy. Photo by Luis A. Martinez 
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Watkins Glen International, New York, June 30, 2019 – Are we living in another Golden Era of sports car 

racing? I think we are. Frankly, it takes many years (decades!) of observation and experience to make a 

claim like that. I feel that we are in the midst of another Golden Era and I confess I have an agenda. My 

explicit agenda is to leverage this Golden Era to impress young and old alike to come out and see what 

all the excitement is about and cheer for their favorite car and driver. It has been amply demonstrated 

that we have already seen a Golden Age:“1986 was perhaps the pinnacle of the GTP era in IMSA 

[International Motor Sports Association] sports car racing. The car counts were impressive, the diversity 

of competitive cars and drivers was outstanding, and the crowds attending the events were never 

higher.”(Lepine and Webster). But wait – we now have a lot of data to compare and contrast with those 

of 30 years ago. In fact, I reported from the Rolex 24 of Daytona in 2018 that there were 17 

manufacturers present in the 4 classes of competitors. As for diversity of top tier international driving 

talent, among the piloti there were 21 nations represented. Even the spectators heralded from 38 

nations, according to data provided by the Daytona International Speedway. Don’t those figures 

constitute a challenge to the Golden Days of the 1980’s? I submit that they do and that a great number 

of people are once again relating to racing. Let’s start at the beginning of well-organized sports car 

racing from its shaky start 50 years ago. 

 

 

Patrick Pilet and Nick 

Tandy embrace in 

celebration of their GTLM 

win in the #911 Porsche 

GT Team's 911 RSR 

crediting their victory to 

strategy and superb pit 

work. Porsche extended 

their lead among GTLM 

manufacturers.  

Photo by Luis A. 

Martinez 

 

By way of context, ahead of this year’s Sahlen’s Six-Hours of The Glen, the website for Watkins Glen 

International mentioned that: “John and Peggy Bishop co-founded IMSA [International Motor Sports 

Association] with NASCAR founder Bill France Sr., on a simple guiding principle: that anyone, even the 

“little guy” could prepare a race car, show up to race, be competitive and make some money along the 

way.” I draw readers’ attention to the ‘the little guy’ and ‘make money along the way’; we will see why 

that’s important. WGI’s promoters also mentioned that Mitch Bishop, son of co-founder John Bishop, 

was named Honorary Official for the Sahlen’s Six Hours of The Glen which would take place on Sunday 

June 30 during the feature IMSA race.
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At this year’s Sahlen’s 6-Hours of The Glen, taking place at the historic Watkins Glen International in 

upstate New York, there’s a vibe in the air, a sense of excitement, anticipation and expectancy 

evidenced by large crowds. Entering Gate 2 for the Track and used as I am to driving and walking around 

at will all over this spectacularly historic venue, I approach the tunnel under the Esses but my access to 

the infield of the Track is immediately challenged by a burly IMSA volunteer. I show him my Media 

Credentials and Media Parking plaque and he points to my left “That’s your Media parking area.” What? 

Why can’t I park in the Paddock like I always do? Arguing my point to no avail, I submitted to his orders. I 

parked outside the perimeter of the Track and then walked through the tunnel hiking uphill for a half 

mile carrying my equipment to the Media Center. Feeling sorry for myself I muttered - why so many 

regulations? Why make Media staff park so far away? Why are there so many people here? The answer 

– Dude, this is IMSA racing! Reflecting, I am fortunate to hold Media creds for epic events like this.  

 

 

Harry Tincknell waves 

checkered flag in Victory 

Lane (with Jonathan 

Bomarito and Olivier Pla) 

celebrating Mazda Team 

Joest's overall victory piloting 

the #55 Mazda RT24-P in 

Daytona Prototype 

international.  

Photo by Luis A. Martinez 

 

 

 

 

 

Racing fans at The Glen know that their ticket isn’t just the feature race on Sunday. Those who were 

there early enough on Friday witnessed the Michelin Pilot Challenge (Grand Sport and Touring Car 

classes), the Porsche GT3 Cup USA and Lamborghini Super Trofeo races. Then on Sunday they watched 

the feature race – IMSA’s WeatherTech Sports Car Championship – the Sahlen’s Six Hours of The Glen. 

For those relating to racing that all adds up to hours and hours of watching practice, qualifying, warm-

ups and competition for four entirely different types racing categories - all for the price of one admission 

ticket.  
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Corey Lewis (left) chats with co-driver Richy Antinucci in Watkins Glen's Victory Lane after their second 

consecutive win in Lamborghini Super Trofeo International Series. Photo by Luis A. Martinez 

I had been noticing young families attending the event and I wanted to know more about how they 
relate to racing. Early on Sunday morning of the 6-Hour feature race I drafted 6 questions aimed at 
conducting some quick random interviews among race fans to ask them why they chose to attend an 
event like this. This is by no means a scientific survey but it does shed some perspectives about how 
people view sports car racing. At the IMSA merchandise tent, I approached and interviewed a Mom in 
her late 30’s with two sons and a daughter. To my questions she responded that her husband had 
brought them to The Glen so he could watch the races. But she hastened to add that the children were 
also interested in all the rip’n roar of racing cars. What was the highlight of the weekend for her? “I got 
a selfie with Helio Catroneves!” (he of the #7 Acura Team Penske DPi with Ricky Taylor). That made her 
day.  

 

 

Corey Lewis' parents, Jerry and Lisa, have been 

attending many IMSA races, and as family, understand 

first-hand the expectations, hard work, struggles, 

setbacks and unbridled excitement of IMSA racing.  

Photo by Luis A. Martinez
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IMSA TV commentator Shea Adam 

interviews Helio Castroneves of Acura 

Team Penske, piloting the #7 Acura 

ARX-05 running in Daytona Prototype 

international.  

Photo by Luis A. Martinez 
 

 

 

 

 

Out on the paddock I spotted two young guys ogling the extraterrestrial bodywork of a Lamborghini 

Huracan GT3 Evo. Responding to how they came to like cars, one said that it was Hot Wheels that got 

him interested in cars since he was 4 years old. At the race, however, he was surprised that there were 

Fords and Chevys in the mix; he had assumed that all entries would be European but he discovered that 

it’s a lot more than exotics. Moving on, I spotted two middle-aged ladies heralding from Reading, PA. 

They responded that they came out to support the Corvette factory team running in GT Le Mans (#3 of 

Jan Magnussen and Antonio Garcia and #4 of Oliver Gavin and Tommy Millner). Their husbands owned 

Corvettes so they were rooting for the #3 and #4 cars. They also admitted they were trying to influence 

their daughters to come out to see racing live, saying to them: “You gotta come out and see this in 

person! It’s not the same as on TV!”  Making the Chamber of Commerce proud they said: “There’s so 

much to do and see in the Finger Lakes – restaurants, shopping and the wineries! Lots to do!” 

One Dad in his 40’s, with two young daughters and a nephew in tow, has been a member of the area 

BMW club for years but had never attended a professional race. He was rooting, of course, for the BMW 

factory entries in GT Le Mans (BMW Team Rahal Letterman Lanigan in #24 Jesse Krohn and John 

Edwards and #25 with Tom Blomqvist and Connor De Phillippi). He admitted that, although he’s been 

reading car magazines “Since I was 12!” in his family he is a lone wolf when it comes to auto-racing but 

he hopes to influence his nephew. 
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The Porsche factory mid-engined 911 RSR of pro drivers Laurens Vanthoor and Earl Bamber on False 

Grid     Photo by Luis A. Martinez 

More Corvette fans came into view – Dad, Mom (in their 40’s) and 3 boys (ages 13, 11 and 8) responded 

to my questions. They said they came out from New Jersey to see the Corvettes because Dad has a C-6 

Grand Sport. The boys were having a ball watching the growling ‘Vettes roaring by. They said the best 

part was going to the vendor tents and obtaining free T-shirts. Hey, if that’ll hook them, just print the T-

shirts, right? Not to be missed by yours truly was a group of six people walking through the Paddock 

towards Turn 11. They had traveled in from Buffalo and turns out they represent four generations – 

from the great grandmother to the baby boy! Interviewing the 30 something Dad he said the reason he 

brings them all to the Track is: “To experience these cars and see the pro drivers and make more good 

memories. I’ve been coming here for 11 years. My wife and I became engaged here, at the Track, 3 years 

ago. We got married and now we have a baby boy!” His wife beamed with joy; great-grandma glowed 

seeing them all together having fun.  
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Porsche Pit Box, IMSA 

Sahlen's Six Hours of 

the Glen, Watkins Glen, 

June 30 2019.  

Photo by Luis A. 

Martinez 

Among all the virtues of 

the IMSA organization, I 

am particularly 

interested in one 

salient point, a simple 

guiding principle: “That 

anyone, even the “little 

guy” could prepare a 

race car, show up to 

race, be competitive and make some money along the way.” Where was this vision born? As soon as 

World War II ended, a rising middle class began enjoying an unprecedented economic phenomenon – 

disposable income. Interest in cars grew in correlation with affordable choices: “Imported cars from 

Europe and Japan were flooding the market, designers were pushing limits and drivers were looking for 

an opportunity to race for more than just a trophy. Into this void stepped John Bishop with a fledgling 

organization called IMSA that offered competitive, professional racing in a friendly atmosphere and 

carried a new message: Racing with a Difference.”  

 

 

On False Grid, the 911 car of Patrick 

Pilet and Nick Tandy unexpectedly 

gives a "no start" signal. Technicians 

swarm over electronics prior to 

National Anthems and Formation 

Lap.  

 

Photo by Luis A. Martinez 
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Bill France Sr., founder of NASCAR in 1947, reached out to John Bishop because of his long tenure and 

experience with the SCCA in race tracks around their home in Connecticut: Thompson, Bridgehampton, 

Lime Rock and Watkins Glen. Their mutual interest in a sanctioning body for sports car racing was 

manifest in October of 1969 at Pocono International Raceway. Undeterred by the small attendance for 

their inaugural event, they learned from their experience and by 1972 had garnered a major corporate 

sponsor, R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company. This years’ long business relationship culminated in what 

became the Camel GT, a series that because hugely popular. The buildout of the IMSA sanctioning 

preeminence was due to: “Bishop’s vision of adding prototype sports cars in the early 1980s [which] 

proved to be a huge success, and the series thrived throughout the 1980s with many of the top names in 

U.S. and international sports cars battling on North America’s top road circuits in Porsche, Jaguar, Ford, 

Nissan, Chevrolet and Toyota Camel GTP Prototypes.” The Camel GT Series was the pinnacle of sports 

car racing in the 1980’s – that other Golden Era.  

Porsche factory technicians identify and attack electronic signal minutes before Green Flag ceremonies 

on the 911 RSR, IMSA GTLM car number 911. Photo by Luis A. Martinez 

But what about the little guy or gal who could prepare a race car, show up and win more than just a 

trophy? There were many answers to that: “In addition to the GTP Prototypes , Camel GT also featured 

Camel Lights Prototypes and production-based competition in the GTO, GTU and American GT classes. 

IMSA also sanctioned American stock cars in the Kelly American Challenge; small sedans in the Champion 

Spark Plug Challenge; production cars in the Firestone Firehawk Endurance Championship; exotics in the 

Bridgestone Super Car Championship; and open-wheel cars in the Barber Saab Pro Series.” These 
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categories encouraged amateur racers to prep a car and reach out for the brass ring. Case in point – 

Corey Lewis, winner (with Richy Antinucci) of this weekend’s Race 1 and Race 2 of the Lamborghini 

Super Trofeo in the No. 29 entry from Change Racing & Lamborghini Charlotte. Lewis and Antinucci won 

the overall and Pro Class for two consecutive races. Lewis is a native of Nazareth, PA, whom I met only 6 

years ago when we worked as Track Instructors at Monticello Motor Club, NY. In recent years Lewis has 

already amassed an enviable resume with a long list of poles and podium finishes including 2015 

International Lamborghini World Champion and IMSA GTD wins in VIR (2017) and 12 Hours of Sebring 

(2018) . For Lewis and his parents, Jerry and Lisa, attending IMSA races is a family affair. 

Are we then in another Golden Era of sports car racing? I think we have strong evidence, both anecdotal 

and statistical, that people are relating to racing. “With 2019 being the 50th anniversary of the IMSA 

organization, the sanctioning body continues to be the premier sportscar series in North America.” 

Millions of fans have come along in full support of IMSA for half a century in their quest to enjoy the 

best in sports car racing. What will IMSA look like in another 50 years? I will appreciate readers young 

enough to reach out to me and tell me about it – in 2069. From an interview on IMSA Radio, I’ll just 

leave it right here in the words of IMSA CEO Scott Atherton: “It has never been better!” 

Massive rear wing mounted on wind tunnel optimized 'swan' vertical brackets. Yes, Virginia, Patrick Pilet 

(France) and Nick Tandy (UK) piloted the #911 car to the Top Step in GT Le Mans.  

Photo by Luis A. Martinez 
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Cooper McNeil (USA) 

and Toni Vilander 

(Finland) took the 

Scuderia Corsa Ferrari 

488 GT3, sponsored by 

WeatherTech, to P3 in 

GT Daytona.  

Photo by Luis A. 

Martinez 
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And the Results are in!!!! 
 
The ballots have been tallied and our current club officers have been elected to another two-
year term (2020-2021). Congratulations to Dom, Neil, John and Jim and many thanks for all your 
hard work supporting the club! 
 
I want to thank all club members who voted. This year a new system was used for balloting. 
While the system used our Club banner and directed ballots to an admin center for collection, 
the process was a little confusing which resulted in a lower than expected return rate. The 
voting process will be reviewed and modified as appropriate for the next election as the goal of 
the club is to keep all members engaged. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I want to encourage all club members to consider getting more involved, either as a club officer 
or in one of the volunteer positions. The club will continue to grow with your involvement. 

 

Election Results: 26 ballots cast / 4 blank 
 

President 
21 ballots Dom Pullano, 1 ballot Neil Freson 
 

VP 
21 ballots Neil Freson, 1 ballot Luis Martinez 
 

Secretary 
22 ballots John Malvaso 
 

Treasurer 
22 ballots Jim Butler 

CATEGORIES OF INTEREST 

 Concours 

 Drivers Education 

 Rally 

 Autocross 

 Meetings 

 Membership 

 Writing 

 Technical Events 

 Social Events 

 Speakers 

 Tours 

 Photography 

 Sponsorship 

 Tech Inspection 

 Trophies 

 Art 

 Web Assistance 

 Equipment 

VOLUNTEER AND GET INVOLVED! 

LEVEL OF INVOLVEMENT 

 I like to be responsible or in charge. I’m a planner, a doer! 

 I’m great when I’m given an assignment and good direction. I’m a good committee person. 

 I prefer to work behind the scenes. I’m a team player. 

 I have some time to give but I don’t know where I’d fit in or who to ask. 

 I have limited time but want to give something back to the club 
 
Name______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone (day)_____________________________ (evening) ___________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________ 

Email______________________________________________________________________________ 

Comments: 
 
Mail to: Mike Hortiatis, 42 Chelsea Park, Pittsford, NY 14534 
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Online Registration for PCA Events: 

 

ClubRegistration.Net 
 

Beginning with the FLK Region Anniversary Celebration at The Porsche Clash 

this year, we will expand on the use clubregistration.net for event registration. 

Clubregistration.net is an online service used by numerous PCA Regions and 

other car clubs as a consistent means of signing up for various club activities. In 

many cases, the events are driver education or racing, but the site is also used for 

tours and social events, some with fees and some without. At times, the web site 

is referred to in the short form: clubreg. 

 

First time users will set up an account with a login ID and password. This can be 

done at any time, even if not in regard to a specific event. After that, the registrant 

logs in, finds a certain event listed, and registers. If a fee is involved, payment is 

made with a credit card or through PayPal.  

 

Beyond initially setting up the registrant Profile, we should also complete the Edit 

Vehicles and Edit Memberships items under My Account so that the site has 

additional helpful information to include in rosters. So, if you haven't already, 

please navigate to club registration.net and set up your account so you'll be ready 

to go the next time we use clubreg for event sign-up. 

  

More information here: https://pcaucr.org/wp-

content/uploads/2012/11/UsingClubRegistration.pdf 

https://pcaucr.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/UsingClubRegistration.pdf
https://pcaucr.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/UsingClubRegistration.pdf
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Welcome to our new members: 

 Steve Hansen April 25, 2019 
 Thomas Robinson May 11, 2019 
 Thomas DeClerck May 12, 2019 
 Timothy Salib June 5, 2019 
 Alok Gandhi July 12, 2019 
 Alfonso Diaz June 19, 2019 
 Clayton Millard July 17, 2019 
 Justin Boyette August 10, 2019 
 Roe Hemenway August 17, 2019 
 Nick Evertsen August 22, 2019 
 Robert Jones September 2, 2019 
 Jarrad Fox October 15, 2019 
 William Zaidel October 19, 2019 

 

 
Congratulations to: 

 
5th Anniversary 10th Anniversary 15th Anniversary 

Paul Corter Charles Senges Michael Donnelly 
Michael Sullivan Carlton Eddy 
Jeremy Lux Paul Doyle 
Richard Daum David Cameron 

 

 
 
 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP PROFILE NUMBER OF MEMBERS % 

Less than 3 Years 40  36 

Less than 10 Years 72 64  

Over 10 Years 41 36 

   

TOTAL NUMBER OF MEMBERS 113 100  

AGE OF OUR PORSCHES NUMBER OF PORSCHES 

Less than 5 years 15 

Less than 10 years 24 (15+9) 

Less than 15 years 45 (15+9+21) 

Greater than 20 years 51 

The Gap 16 

Total Number of Active Member Cars 112 (member w/no car) 

 

FINGER LAKES REGION PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 

FINGER LAKES REGION 

PORSCHE CLUB OF 

AMERICA PROFILE 
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The Exchange 

Advertising Guidelines 
Publication of paid advertising in the Frontrunner does not 
constitute the endorsement by this publication or the 
Finger Lakes Region of the products or services set forth 
therein. The Frontrunner reserves the unqualified right to 
approve for publication all advertising submitted. 
 
The Exchange Guidelines 
Deadline for submitting ads for the EXCHANGE to the 
editor is no later than the 15th of each month to appear in 
the next issue. Advertising Porsches or Porsche parts or to 
solicit materials is free to members in this section of the 
publication. Ads will run for two months unless the editor 
is formally notified. To place your want ad, send a note to 
the editor containing your copy. Please limit copy to a 
maximum of six lines. The editor reserves the right to edit 
as needed for space. Ads can be email to: 
Veloz36@rochester. rr.com. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
President 
Dom Pullano 
dpullano@rochester.rr.com 

Vice President 
Vice President 
Neil Freson 
nfreson@aol.com 
 

 
Secretary 

John Malvaso 585-737-3095 
jam@fsisys.com 

 

 
Treasurer 
James Butler 
P.O. Box 93 
Pittsford, New York 14534 
porsche914@frontiernet.net 
 
 
Membership 
Mike Hortiatis 
42 Chelsea Park 
Pittsford, NY 14534 
Mike.hortiatis@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Safety Officer 
Art Salo 
Arthur.salo@rochester.edu 

 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Luis A. Martinez 
P.O. Box 242 
Pittsford, NY 14534 
Veloz36@rochester.rr.com 
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