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On The Cover:  

This is Dom Pullano’s 1983 911 SC Cabriolet European spec. Dom says: “This was 
Porsche's first convertible of the 911 series and the only model with the 
SC designation. It is a fairly rare model with only 2000 made and of those just 
500 were Euro spec. I assume even fewer made it to the US. The original owner 
bought the car in Germany and had it delivered to his home in Albany, NY. I am 
the second owner purchased on 10/3/1989. This is also my wedding anniversary 
date so both will always be remembered.” 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
The Frontrunner is a publication of the Finger Lakes Region of the Porsche Club of America. All rights are reserved. 
Permission is granted to reproduce any material published herein, provided the full credit is given the Frontrunner 
and the author. Material published herein, reprinted with the permission or courtesy of another agent may NOT be 
reproduced unless permission is granted from that entity. They reserve all rights to their material. 

 
Editor/Designer: Karen Schwartzman (Karen.schwartzman@gmail.com) 
 
Advertising Rates: 
Single Issue: Full Page: $100, ½ page: $75, ¼ page: $40, 1/8 page: $25 
Full Year (4 issues): Full Page: $250, ½ page: $200, ¼ page: $150, 1/8 page: $100, Business Card: $50

mailto:Karen.schwartzman@gmail.com
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PEOPLE AND PORSCHES 
 

Fresh from our January planning meeting I had a 

chance to sit back and think about 2016. We have 

been listening to your feedback and identified the 

following areas of interest; additional weekend 

events, destination events that provide an 

opportunity to drive but also spend more time 

getting to know fellow club members, events that 

are dispersed across the regions geography, and a 

mix of casual and planned events. 

We have a full schedule of events that should 

provide an opportunity for everyone to attend. We 

will start the year with a run to the Glen in April 

with two other tours and a car show planned. Our 

monthly meetups include 6 locations on four 

different lakes from Ithaca to Conesus. I am really 

excited about our 20th anniversary celebration, this 

is an opportunity to spend Saturday June 4 at 

Watkins Glen with Finger Lakes, Niagara and 

Central New York club members and enjoy the 

premier PCA club racing event “The Clash”. We 

have reserved the Glen Club, an environmentally 

controlled suite with an excellent view of the track, 

a catered light breakfast and buffet lunch are 

included for a great price of $50. Thanks to Neil 

and Cathy Freson for putting this together and look 

for future updates. This is our first weekend 

destination event that provides more time to 

spend with club members and friends, based on 

your feedback we will be looking at other events. 

Let me know what you would like to do. 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE 
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President’s Message (continued) 

 

As we begin the year I want to welcome new club officers; Dom Pullano (VP), Jim 

Butler (Treasurer) and Neil Freson (Secretary) and thank outgoing officers; David 

Schwaner (President), John Frank(Treasurer), and Audrey Schmidt (Secretary). 

While officers play a role, there are a number of individuals that keep the club 

running by supporting key activities such as; creation and publication of the Front-

runner, planning and leading tours, maintaining membership information, keeping 

our Safety / Insurance obligations up to date, maintaining the Goodie Store, etc. – 

the good news is that there are opportunities for other club members to get 

involved at a level that works for you and help the club to grow. Let me know if 

you are interested. 

On a personal note, I had the opportunity to feed my Porsche habit by purchasing 

a 2010 C4S to replace my 2007 C4S this December. You know the story; wanted to 

try the 997.2, color combination I had been looking for, just the right option set – 

basically buying a Porsche for me is an exercise in rationalization – I can find a 

reason to justify the purchase. Luckily my wife Joanne was a motivating factor by 

making it clear that if I procrastinated and lost the car she would not put up with 

me complaining about it for the next 2 years!  I found the car online in Cincinnati 

and closed the deal and drove it back to Rochester Dec 5 – who thought I would 

be able to make the trip in December on dry roads!!!!! The car is safely tucked 

away and I can hardly wait to drive it during the many events planned for this 

year. All I have to do now is sell the 2007 – somehow buying is always more fun 

than selling. 

I hope to see many current friends and make new ones at our 2016 events 

 

Chuck 

 

Chuck Chada, Finger Lakes Region PCA President 
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Sue Miller models new name tag. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Name tags are 

available for all 

members of 

Finger Lakes PCA.  

Contact  

David Schwaner or 

Mike Hortiatis. 
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In November 1991 I started my new position 
at PaineWebber. Weather being as it was I 
don’t remember which car I drove to the 
office but I’m sure at some point I drove my 
red 1983 911SC Cabriolet. Warren Hamilton, 
who was an advisor in the office, noticed my 
Cabrio and he immediately gravitated to me 
because of his history with Porsches and love 
of racing. It didn’t take long for him to relive 
his past and look for another Porsche 
replacing the one he had sold many years 
prior.  

The search for the perfect Porsche is a process, as many of us have discovered. Warren finally 
found and negotiated for an orange 1973 Targa. Now that Warren’s Porsche ownership was 
reset I introduced him to the PCA Niagara region, where I had been a member of for several 
years. At this time Warren’s residence and familiarity was largely with the Finger Lakes area. As 
we know, the geography of the Finger Lakes includes beautiful scenery from the lakes, 
challenging driving roads, and home to Watkins Glen International Raceway. Is there a better 
place for a regional car club featuring Porsche?  

This chance meeting with Warren after he spotted my 911 Cab started the quest for a new PCA 
region in the Finger Lakes. We were soon able to encourage a few more members to consider 
the new region, notably Ray Fiore and John Malvaso. They, too, were members of the Niagara 
Region while having personal roots east of Rochester. From this point we began to recruit 
additional members with an eye to introducing new and existing Porsche owners who were not 
members of PCA. I took my 911 Cab to various meeting places located in Canandaigua, Naples, 
Geneva, Phelps, and wherever we could bring new Porsche owners together. We had Warren's 
Targa, along with John's 914, and Ray's Carrera in our group searching for more enthusiasts.  

We had some notable additional members such as Alex Horvath and his 911SC set up for 
autocross, Dan Deegan with his 944's agreed to a dual membership, and the two black Turbo's 
of Dave Jacobs were added to the roster. Soon more members followed until we had the 
opportunity to apply for a charter and establish the Finger Lakes Region that we have today.  

So the red 1983 911SC Cabriolet that I bought on October 3rd, 1989 which by no coincidence is 
my wedding anniversary date, was the catalyst that started our Finger Lakes region. And I'm 
pleased to say she is still with us today twenty years later.  

How the Finger Lakes Region Was Born 
 

By Dom Pullano 
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¡A Toda Velocidad!* 

Luis A. Martínez 

First of all, I want to congratulate David Schwaner and his leadership as President for two terms / four 

years. During his tenure we saw a rebirth of our Finger Lakes Region, and as a long-time (almost Charter) 

member I’m happy to see that our Club is in great shape! We should also congratulate Secretary Audrey 

Schmidt for her service, and John Frank for his work as Treasurer. We thank you for your active support! 

Now we welcome back Chuck Chada as President. We also a have relatively new member, Neil Freson, 

who is assisting the Club as Secretary, so we’re fortunate to have good people joining the leadership.  

And a special hats off to two newly elected Charter Members – Dom Pullano, Vice President, and James 

Butler, Treasurer, in their 20th year! 

We had a record number of members and leaders show up at the Planning Meeting on January 16 (a full 

report follows from Dom Pullano). And Neil Freson came up with brilliant ideas for celebration of our 

Club’s Birthday. Look for the flyer in this publication. Congratulations to all long term members - this 

year is the 20th Birthday of Finger Lakes Region! 

In this edition of the Frontrunner and for the next 3 of this year we want to give priority to stories and 

photographs from the early days of the Club. Please look in your photo albums for pictures of you, your 

family and your Porsche(s) from the mid 1990’s, and send me a few lines along with your pictures so I 

can include them in the next edition. I joined the Finger Lakes Region when I moved from Philadelphia to 

Rochester in August 1996. Although I’m not a Charter Member, I’m very close, so I’ve known many 

members for almost 20 years.  

Take a look at our Club calendar for 2016. It’s jammed full of events so we look forward to seeing you 

and your families! 

 

In my 1987 Whale Tail 911 climbing out of the Toe of the Boot (T-7), Watkins Glen International, August 2002 

 

*At Maximum Speed! 



FRONTRUNNER PG. 8 

 

 
 

 
 

 

This is an unprecedented 

event for any PCA region 

– an all-day hospitality 

venue during the Zone 1 

Porsche Clash, an all-

Porsche competition with 

250 cars racing for the 

checkered flag in a series 

of sprints and endurance 

races at Watkins Glen 

International Raceway 
 

Sponsored by Finger Lakes Region PCA 
and inviting neighboring Regions – Niagara and Central New York 

 

 

Enjoy the Glen Club’s hospitality and catering from 

8:00am to 6:00pm 

Continental breakfast buffet 8:00 am to 11:00 am 

Catered lunch buffet from 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm 

 

Cash bar - water, soft drinks, beer, wine, cocktails  
 

All this for only $50 per person! 
 

To reserve, please send checks for $50 per person to: 

Finger Lakes Region PCA 

2525 East Avenue, Rochester, NY 14610 

Include attendee's name, PCA region & 

e-mail address (to receive any further information) 

Deadline: April 30, 2016 

Porsche Club of America 

Finger Lakes Region 

20th Anniversary Celebration! 
 
Saturday June 4th, 2016 

The Glen Club -  Watkins Glen International Raceway 
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It Isn’t an Ordinary Car. 

Don’t Bring it to an Ordinary Shop. 

  

   From General Service to Full Race Prep 

 
A Team of Factory Trained Technicians 

Custom Fabrication/Roll Cages 

State of the Art Equipment 

First Class Service 

Lowest Prices Around 
 1770 Emerson St.  Rochester, NY 14606 

Tel: (585) 647-0339 
thelittlespeedshop@gmail.com              www.thelittlespeedshop.com  

 

  The Little Speed Shop            @littlespeedshop            #littlespeedshop 
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Hello Finger Lakes PCA members! Our planning meeting was held on Saturday, January 16 and 

I’m happy to report that it was the best attended planning event in our Club’s history. This was 

the first official meeting of our newly elected officers: President – Chuck Chada, Vice President, 

yours truly, Treasurer – James Butler (Charter Member) and Secretary – Neil Freson.  

 During the very interactive meeting our new Club officers met with FLK members and also with 

Niagara Region’s President (Rich De Asis) and Vice President (Dave Hostetter). We noted this 

year as being our 20-year anniversary as a charter region of PCA. We see this as an exciting year 

for members and have reviewed our calendar of events. This will be in our quarterly newsletter 

and posted on our website: http://flk.pca.org. 

We encourage members to share their Porsche experiences so we can include your comments in 

our newsletter and website. This can be about your car purchase, an event attended, or panic on 

the overflow of oil on your first change. Just send your notes and ideas to Luis Martinez, Editor 

at: veloz36@rochester.rr.com. And please don't be shy to request support from a business 

UPDATE FROM PCA FINGER LAKES 

By Dom Pullano, Charter Member and Vice President 

January 2016 

http://flk.pca.org/
mailto:veloz36@rochester.rr.com
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Update from Finger Lakes (continued from page 10) 

whom you patronize to advertise in Frontrunner. We are a non-profit and the money we receive 

from National and our activities support the club and also go to charity. This year we plan to 

support Camp Good Days http://www.campgooddays.org, and the International Motor Racing 

Research Center at Watkins Glen, http://www.racingarchives.org. The club also welcomes your 

additional contributions to pass along with the Club’s recognition. 

Please take a good look at our activities calendar for 2016. It’s jammed with great events. We 

will continue with our last Wednesday of the month meet up drives and would like to 

supplement this with some spontaneous gatherings initiated by members. This can be a Sunday 

brunch drive, a coffee and cars group, or an impromptu tech session. Members will be given the 

choice to receive notification of these events in order to participate.  

Lastly we will have a twentieth anniversary signature event June 4th at Watkins Glen. This will 

be in conjunction with Zone One Porsche Clash http://www.zone1.pca.org/#!events/cee5. 

Please put this unique event on your calendar and look for the additional information to follow. 

I look forward to seeing many of you at the Opening Day of Watkins Glen International Raceway 

on Saturday April 16! 

http://www.campgooddays.org/
http://www.racingarchives.org/
http://www.zone1.pca.org/#!events/cee5
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Porsche Club of America 
Finger Lakes Region 

CALENDAR 2016 
 

 “Let’s be on the water…” 

UP NEXT…. 
FINGER LAKES 
REGION PCA 
 

April 16 

Finger Lakes Region 
Spring Run 

Watkins Glen Opener 

 Jan. 16  Finger Lakes Region Annual (Planning) Meeting 

 Jan. 30-31 Rolex 24 at Daytona, FL 

 March 5-6 PCA National Tech Tactics East, Easton, PA 

 March  Zone 1 Spring President’s Meeting in Latham, NY 

 March 19 12 Hours of Sebring, Sebring Raceway, FL 

 April 16  Porsche Only Swap Meet, Hershey PA 

 April 16  Finger Lakes Region Spring Run, Watkins Glen Opener 

 May 13-15 Zone 1 Rally & Concours in Long Island, NY 

 May 20-22  Zone 1 48 Hours HP Drivers’ Education at The Glen 

 May 25  FLK Region Meet Up NY Wine Culinary Ctr., Canandaigua, NY 

 May 30-31 HP Driver’s Ed, Watkins Glen, Niagara Region 

 June 3, 4, 5 Zone 1 Clash at Watkins Glen International Raceway 

 June 4  20th Anniversary Celebration for Finger Lakes Region! At Glen Club 

 June 8-9 Advanced Drivers’ Ed, Watkins Glen, Niagara Region  

 June 19  Finger Lakes Region Car Show, Sonnenberg Gardens, Canandaigua, NY 

 June 19-26 PCA Parade in Jay Peak, VT 

 June 29  Finger Lakes Region Meet Up – Castaways, Webster, NY 

 June 30-3 Sahlen’s 6 Hours at the Glen, IMSA Tudor Sports Car Series  

 July 16  Finger Lakes Region Summer Run 

 July 22-23  IMSA WeatherTech Sports Car Championship, Lime Rock Park, CT 

 July 27  Finger Lakes Region Meet Up – Dave & Sue’s house,  
3495 Lakeview Lane, Canandaigua, NY 

 August  Zone 1 Autocross (TBA)  

 August 17-18 HP Drivers’ Ed, Watkins Glen, Niagara Region 

 August 31 Finger Lakes Region Meet Up – Boat Yard Grill, Ithaca, NY  

 Sept. 9  Grand Prix Festival, Watkins Glen Village 

 Sept. 11  US Vintage Grand Prix, Watkins Glen International Raceway 

 Sept. 28  Finger Lakes Region Meet Up – Northshore Grill, Lakeville, NY 

 October 9 Finger Lakes Region Fall Tour 

 October 26 Fall Meet Up, Belhurst Castle, Geneva, NY 

 Nov  Zone 1 Fall President’s Meeting in Latham, NY 
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Lesson 1: Always use the supplied Porsche ignition key to start your car 

I purchased my first Porsche in June of 2014. I was in the market for a roadster type sports car 

and found a 2006 Artic Metallic Silver Boxster that I fell in love with and purchased without 

knowing anything about Porsches. I pushed the dealer to get the paperwork completed so I 

could drive my prize home that evening.  

After about two weeks of ownership, I decided to wash my new toy in the early evening before 

the sun set for the day. I moved my wife’s Rav4 to the other side of the driveway so I had better 

access to the hose.  

I proceeded to wash and dry my prize pocession and by the time I finished it was getting late 

and just about dark. It was time to put her back into the garage so I reached into my pocket, 

grabbed the key, got into the car and proceeded to start it. I placed the key into the ignition and 

turned it but nothing was happening. I made sure the brake was depressed and it was in park 

and kept trying and nothing was happening. So I thought “what the hell did I do now” to 

prevent the car from starting. I took the key out of the ignition and saw that it was my wife’s 

Rav4 key. So I shrugged it off and got the Porsche key and tried to place into the ignition and it 

would not go in. I kept trying and trying and it would no longer fit. Then the panic started 

setting in and the thoughts of how I’ll need to call a Porsche dealership and how dollar signs 

started mounting up. I’ve only owned the car for two weeks and I already broke it.  

Lessons Learned 

by a 

First Time Porsche Owner 
Paul Corter. PCA Finger Lakes Region member since June 2014. 
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Lessons Learned by a First Time Porsche Owner (continued from page 13) 

So I thumbed through the owner’s manual and found no reference to the situation at 

all. I then went to the internet and contacted one of those on-line mechanic sites 

looking for a Porsche mechanic and found one. I explained my situation and started 

waiting for a repay. These sites, if you haven’t used one before, have you pay an agreed 

upon amount, only if your issue is resolved. So I waited and waited and waited and an 

hour had passed and still nothing. I’m pacing the floor getting more worried and seeing 

more dollar signs appearing in front of my eyes. I would keep going out to the car while 

waiting and try something new out of desperation in hopes a miracle happens and then 

returned back into the house to check to see if I had an answer, all the while getting 

more frustrated each time. 
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Lessons Learned by a First Time Porsche Owner (continued from page 14) 

 

In the meantime, my wife was doing her own research on the internet. My wife is a 

senior librarian and really knows how to search the internet. While I was still waiting 

for an answer from a trained Porsche mechanic, my wife comes to me and says she has 

found an old blog which describes the exact situation I’m currently in. This person also 

washed his Porsche and stuck in the wrong key as I did and wound up in the same 

predicament as me. I couldn’t have written it any better. My wife told me to place her 

key back into the ignition and turn it all the way to the left and then back to center and 

remove it and to then try my key. I did just that and my key was able to be inserted and 

I was able to start my car.  

My anxiety quickly disappeared, the dollar signs vanished in front of my eyes and my 

wife became my super hero. I quickly let the useless internet mechanic know that we 

resolved our issue on our own and no longer needed his service and avoided yet 

another potential fee. 

My wife and I laughed that what she discovered resolved our problem and how she 

became the hero of the day by using her internet search skills to find the solution. 

Thank you Christine for helping me learn my first lesson in becoming a seasoned 

Porsche owner and most of all eliminating the embarrassment of needing to deal with 

a Porsche Dealership. I will now always come to you first with all my future internet 

needs.  Stay tuned for Learned Lesson number 2. 
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Welcome to our new members:   Ken Ames   October, 2015 
 Mark Fultz  October, 2015 

Ryan Smith  October, 2015 
 
 

Congratulations to: Velio Frantangelo 10th Anniversary (12/1/05) 
   

  
 

FINGER LAKES REGION 

PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 

PROFILE 

 

 

CATEGORIES OF INTEREST 

 Concours 

 Drivers Education 

 Rally 

 Autocross 

 Meetings 

 Membership 

 Writing 

 Technical Events 

 Social Events 

 Speakers 

 Tours 

 Photography 

 Sponsorship 

 Tech Inspection 

 Trophies 

 Art 

 Web Assistance 

 Equipment 

 LEVEL OF INVOLVEMENT 

 I like to be responsible or in charge. I’m a planner, a doer! 

 I’m great when I’m given an assignment and good direction. I’m a good committee person. 

 I prefer to work behind the scenes. I’m a team player. 

 I have some time to give but I don’t know where I’d fit in or who to ask. 

 I have limited time but want to give something back to the club 
 

Name______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone (day)_____________________________ (evening) ___________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________ 

Email______________________________________________________________________________ 

Comments: 
 
Mail to: Mike Hortiatis, 42 Chelsea Park, Pittsford, NY 14534 

AGE OF OUR PORSCHES NUMBER OF PORSCHES 

Less than 5 years 17 

Less than 10 years 32 

Less than 15 years 45 

Greater than 20 years 46 

The Gap 6 

MEMBERSHIP PROFILE NUMBER OF MEMBERS % 

Less than 3 Years 31 32 

Less than 10 Years 63 64 

Over 10 Years 34 35 

   

TOTAL NUMBER OF MEMBERS 97 100% 

 

FINGER LAKES REGION PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

VOLUNTEER AND GET INVOLVED! 
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The Exchange 

Advertising Guidelines  
Publication of paid advertising in the Frontrunner does 
not constitute the endorsement by this publication or 
the Finger Lakes Region of the products or services 
set forth therein. The Frontrunner reserves the 
unqualified right to approve for publication all 
advertising submitted. 
 

The Exchange Guidelines 
Deadline for submitting ads for the EXCHANGE to the 
editor is no later than the 15th of each month to 
appear in the next issue. Advertising Porsches or 
Porsche parts or to solicit materials is free to 
members in this section of the publication. Ads will 
run for two months unless the editor is formally 
notified. To place your want ad, send a note to the 
editor containing your copy. Please limit copy to a 
maximum of six lines. The editor reserves the right to 
edit as needed for space. Ads can be email to: 
Veloz36@rochester. rr.com. 

 

 
 

 
 
Race car for sale: 1988 Porsche 944 Turbo, full 

roll cage, interior white metal, two racing seats and 

harnesses. Fast and lightweight. Too many options to 

mention. Turnkey racer. Many more photos available: 

$11,900. Write or call Luis: 585-766-9536 
Veloz36@rochester.rr.com 

President 
Chuck Chada 
2525 East Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14610 
cbonsai@rochester.rr.com 

 
Vice President 
Dom Pullano 
dpullano@rochester.rr.com 

 
Secretary 
Neil Freson 
nfreson@aol.com 
 

 

Treasurer 
James Butler 
P.O. Box 93 
Pittsford, NY 14534 
Porsche914@frontiernet.net 

 

Membership 
Mike Hortiatis 
42 Chelsea Park 
Pittsford, NY 14534 
Mike.hortiatis@gmail.com 

 
Safety Officer 
Art Salo 
Arthur.salo@rochester.edu 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Luis A. Martinez 
P.O. Box 242 
Pittsford, NY 14534 
Veloz36@rochester.rr.com 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Finger Lakes Region  

Elected Officers and Volunteers 
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