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On The Cover: Mark Johnston is the owner of this lapis blue 1999 Carrera 4 (factory aerokit) 

with 28,000 original miles. This is Mark's first 911 but his fourth Porsche. This C4 is all original 

with exception of the fister mod to stock silencers, new OEM spark plugs and updated coils. 

Weighing a hair less than 3000 lbs. makes for a very satisfying power to weight ratio with 

fantastic handling characteristics. Mark previously owned a white 1986 944 turbo and guards 

red 1987 944 turbo. Mark and his wife Kim miss the 951's but have found a whole new 

appreciation for Porsche since purchasing the 911. Mark recently purchased a Cayenne Turbo for 

his daily driver. Porsche fans all the way!  

 

Photo by Mark, PCA car show, Granger Homestead and Carriage Museum, Canandaigua, NY. 
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President’s Message 

 

The 2019 driving season started early for me as I drove my 1983 811 SC 

Cab on January 3rd to Baltimore where I’m storing it at our condo’s garage 

for the winter. Luckily the weather was clear and dry so there were no 

issues. I don’t make a practice of it but have been caught in some less than 

ideal weather. And when I do I’m always pleasantly surprised of the 

balance, stability, and handling of the Porsche even with standard 

recommended tires.  

The fun result of driving your Porsche during the “off-season” is that you 

will usually find yourself engaged in conversation with another Porsche 

owner. While in Baltimore I was approached by an owner of a 1981 911SC 

Targa. He’s had several Porsches over the years and has a friend who has 

owned more than 120! I pointed out that I believe this was more than PCA 

member Jerry Seinfeld has owned. Well his friend sold one to Mr. Seinfeld 

and has the picture to prove it.  

The moral of the story of course is just drive your car when you can and say 

hello to other Porsche owners. And if you see one in our region whether 

they are an owner of a two door or four door introduce them to our region 

and invite them to our events. We’ll be visiting world class wineries, 

restaurants, museums, tracks, and venues. And the friends and 

associations you make will always be memorable. I’ve always thought of 

my Porsche as more than a car as it’s a ticket to entry especially with your 

Finger Lakes PCA card in hand.  

Enjoy the drive, 

Dom 
 

Dom Pullano, President 
FINGER LAKES REGION PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 
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¡A Toda Velocidad!* 
 Luis A. Martínez 

 

Now is the Winter of Our Content 

 
Those readers who remember their English 101 class may recall one of 

Shakespeare’s lines: 'Now is the winter of our discontent'. Shakespeare was using 

the summer/winter weather as a metaphor for the fortunes of the English House of 

York and its rivalry with the Plantagenets for the English throne.** Well that’s a 

bit rich for a sports car newsletter, but what came to mind is Gratefulness. As I 

said in my last column for the FRONTRUNNER, my agenda, as it relates to our 

club of Porsche enthusiasts is to wallow in the moment – to identify every 

opportunity to engage family, friends and cars at interesting PCA events.  

 

Let this be the Winter of our Con-tent! Winter affords us time to think about last 

summer and plans for this year. What memories do you cherish? And as of this 

winter and this summer, what memories are you still creating? Recently we held 

our PCA Finger Lakes Planning Meeting at the New York Kitchen (formerly the 

NY State Wine and Culinary Center) in Canandaigua. The main purpose of our 

annual meeting open to all members is to think of and add to our Events Calendar a 

good number of opportunities for members to gather and create memories.  

 

A wise quote was dispensed by the Sales Manager of Garber Porsche, who in the 

context of our conversation said, “I mean, really, nobody needs a Porsche, right?” 

Right he is. I think it’s safe to say, therefore, that, by definition, as PCA members 

we have many reasons to be grateful. With this in mind, why let the greyness of 

winter dampen our enthusiasm? Add to this the fact that of our members have 

Porsches that were purpose built for our wintry weather (Cayenne, Panamera and 

Macan), so we have the opportunity to thumb our nose at winter weather and carry 

on.  
.
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Photo by: Luis A. Martinez 

 
What do you remember best about last summer with your Porsche? What I 

remember best about last summer and my Porsche is that I was accompanied by 

my two sons, Alex and Brad. That’s what made it special. With God’s infinite and 

undeserved grace, I have made my wishes come true to be with my boys on track 

many times, and we will keep trying. 

 

This is our 23rd year as a PCA Region! Please check our busy Events for 2019, 

mark your calendar, bring your family and your Porsche(s), take some photos and 

send me a few lines with your pictures so I can include them in the next edition.  

 

* At Maximum Speed! 

**https://www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/now-is-the-winter-of-our-discontent.html 

 

https://www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/now-is-the-winter-of-our-discontent.html
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On the day of the memorial gathering at Hank's home, “the car awaits its pilot." 
Photo by Neil Freson 

 
So you say why is the title of my article Nessun Dorma, which translates to “no one 
sleeps”? Well, I only recently had the enjoyment of knowing Hank Kramer over the past 
several years. And the more I knew and learned of him the more I realized that this song 
from Puccini’s opera was a way of life for Hank. Sleep only was there to provide energy. 
That energy could be used to conquer a ski slope, drive a journey, bike a trail, or 
celebrate with family. " 

 

HANK KRAMER 

Nessun Dorma 
By Dom Pullano 

By Dom Pullano 
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I won’t go into the accomplishments that Hank made in his professional life. Rather I’ll 
speak of the enjoyment he shared with us, a family of strangers that had the Porsche 
bond. He and Gisela would arrive with smiles and pass along stories from a different era 
while still celebrating the moment. And when the story was done you always saw a 
twinkle in Hank’s eye that said, what can we do next? 
 
I don’t want to exaggerate the point as there was always a bit of inspiration when Hank 
and Gisela attended our events. “No one sleeps” was never truer as Porsche events was a 
reason for them to get out and experience. I see that as my underlying enjoyment in our 
Porsche family. The car doesn’t do a lot of good sitting in the garage. Sure we may put it 
away for a while but the purpose of an engine that moves the wheels is to get you from 
here to there. And when you’re there you’ll meet people who have skied the Swiss Alps, 
owned an original 356 Porsche for over 50 years, writes instructions in how to celebrate 
his demise while still in his forties, and celebrates twice a year with his family as they 
travel from all over the country to converge in Montour Falls, NY. 
 

 
 
The best summary I can provide of Hank is really through his own words. “Life is not a 
journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in a well-preserved body, but 
rather to skid in broadside, thoroughly used up, totally worn out, and loudly 
proclaiming ‘Wow what a ride!’”  
 
And now you know why Hank Kramer owned a Porsche. Rest in peace…or maybe not! 
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Giant Killers at Daytona 

November 2018 

¡A Toda Velocidad!* 

 

 
Franklin Pray (CVR) comes into T1 in his Cayman 6-speed. Photo by: Don Bok 

 

Daytona International Speedway, FL, November 10-11, 2018 – It seems I was just here, in this 

Media Center, where once again I’m getting acquainted with drivers, collecting my notes and 

reviewing lap times for this year’s Historic Sportscar Racing’s Classic 24-Hour race at Daytona. 

Outside, drivers of vintage and historic sports cars roar through the cool (72F), overcast but 

humid air at this colossal venue just five miles inland from the Atlantic shore.  



Giant Killers at Daytona (continued) 
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The colossal Daytona race track dwarfs HSR racers in Group F. Photo by: Don Bok 

 

HSR registered 135 entries for this extended weekend of racing. Activities began with Test and 

Tune on Wednesday, November 7. Scheduled for Thursday November 8 was daylight and 

nighttime practice and qualifying for all groups. Friday’s activities featured qualifying races for 

the big event – the 24-Hour Classic running from Saturday into Sunday.  

 

Group D kicked off the Classic 24 with their first of four stints at 1:00pm on Saturday, followed 

in order by Groups A, B, C, E and F, then again including D after C. From the driver’s point of 

view, they drive 42- minute stints, four times, every six hours until the end at 1:00pm on Sunday.  

 

“What’s the difference between vintage and historic racers?” I asked Adam Saal, Media 

Relations, HSR: “Vintage racers are older cars, but they are all Post War cars; the oldest one 

we have this year is a white ’56 Corvette convertible. Historics are as recent as 5 years old. We 

do have a couple of cars that are more recent, but they run as exhibits, ‘invisible’ in the points. 

We do that to satisfy enthusiasts and fans who want to see them. Those cars will soon be historic, 

and eventually become vintage” Noting that there are groups 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11, I 

asked, “What about group 4?” Saal said, “They’re open wheeled formula cars, and we don’t run 

them here.”  
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Surveying the list of entrants published online by HSR, I noted that Kenny Nielsen, my friend 

from Riesentöter, PCA (Philadelphia), was on the roster with his 2012 987 Cayman (GTB1) 

registered in HSR’s Group F, so I thought - “Here’s my story!” I found Nielsen’s car in yellow 

garage #5, and he had some of his family with him – his son, Andy, daughter-in-law Juanita and 

grandson, Vicente. Ladies and gentlemen of PCA - it’s not just the cars, it’s the folks and family!  
 

In 1968 the nickname Riesentöter, which loosely translated means "Giant Killer", was adopted 

by the membership of the Porsche enthusiasts in the Philadelphia area. I joined Riesentöter in 

1992. Cutting my track teeth at Pocono Raceway, I regarded Nielsen as a highly experienced 

racer and Mentor Instructor. Nielsen’s enviable racing pedigree officially includes 171 PCA 

Club Racing starts, with 83 class wins and 132 class podiums. But I specially remember two 

instances when he made extraordinary gestures on my behalf. One was when we had a very 

obnoxious Chief Instructor who ruined my Instructor Certification weekend at Pocono. It was 

Nielsen who took the initiative and spoke to him on my behalf. That was totally unexpected. A 

few years later, again at Pocono, Nielsen threw me the keys to his highly tuned 2004 GT3 J-

Class Club Racer and said, “Take it out! Have a good time!” I asked him to get in the right seat 

with me, but he said, “No, no! You take it.” I did a couple of laps to get acquainted with 

Nielsen’s J-car and then I passed everyone in Red run group – because of his car! But what a 

gracious offer! That’s Kenny Nielsen.  

 

 
Scott Ashplundh in his GTB1 Cayman lights up the track in one of 2 night stints. Photo by: Don Bok 
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Scott Ashplundh (top left) leads a group of F racers in one of the night stints. Photo by: Don Bok 

 

Back in garage 5, setting up my gear to do some writing amid all the rip ‘n roar at Daytona, I 

asked Nielsen, “What made you come here to HSR in Daytona? Have you done this before?” He 

said, “No! Those guys made me do it!” pointing to Scott Asplundh (Riesentöter) and Franklin 

Pray (CVR). This trio of race cars are all serviced by the tech crew from Bodymotion of Ocean, 

NJ. Nielsen feels confident about his chances at this event, “I got a leg up on some of these guys. 

I’ve been here since last week, keeping up my points for the PCA championship, so I’ve done a 

lot of practice laps. The problem is we are running in Group F, and it has some very powerful 

cars. We are running Caymans with about 320hp. Some cars in our group bring 550hp. But, hey! 

That’s racing!” 

 

On Saturday at 5:45pm, Nielsen motored his #121 (PDK), Asplundh with his #333 (PDK) and 

Pray in the #777 (six speed) to their slots on the false grid getting set for the first of four stints 

with green flags at 6pm Saturday, 12am and 6am Sunday and finally 12pm for the final race. 

Nielsen gridded at P4 and entered the fray among 25 racers in Group F. At one point during the 

first race, when everyone else was in the process of a mandatory 3-minute pit stop, the scoring 

tower showed Nielsen, Pray and Asplundh running 1-2-3. Sweet! To get a sense of the action, I 

went to the Bodymotion pit box to listen to what the crew was communicating to the three 

drivers. They all came in for their mandatory 3-minute pit stop, and it was an uneventful stint 

until the track went Full Course Yellow with 3 minutes remaining in the first stint. This was 

good luck for Nielsen who was seriously low on fuel, he had only taken on 14 gallons, so his car 

went into limp mode in 7th gear! Nielsen circled the track slowly - with a train behind him. 



Giant Killers at Daytona (continued) 

FRONTRUNNER PG. 12 

Those chaps were NOT happy that they were losing time to the frontrunners but they did not 

pass Nielsen because they feared being disqualified (technically they could have passed, since 

Nielsen could not keep up with the Pace Car). Nielsen took the checker around 6:42am on the 

same lap as the leaders, but way back, finishing 5th in Group F2, with Pray in 8th and Asplundh in 

9th. Now they could rest and get set for the graveyard stint – at 12am Sunday.  
 

 
Scott Ashplundh leaves the pit lane to join the racers in Group F. Photo by: Don Bok 

 

At 8pm, as I was wandering around the infield near the International Horseshoe (basically, two 

consecutive hairpins to the right) the fireworks show went off as scheduled. This is a favorite 

time for photographers and spectators - they can watch the cars come into the braking zone for 

Turn 3 with their front brake rotors glowing red hot, lap after lap, while the fireworks brighten 

the warm night air (the drivers are warned to expect the show). During night driving, some of the 

best lap times are made because the engines like the cooler night air and some drivers can focus 

better at night. The second stint took place right on time, at midnight. Nielsen, Asplundh and 

Pray went out for this second race and at the end of the midnight run, Nielsen had improved to 

4th overall and in F2 class, with Pray in 5th and Asplundh in 10th out of 26 racers (standings are 

cumulative over four stints). I showed up to see the start of the 6:00am morning stint; it was still 

fully dark. I think it’s fabulous to watch the racers on track under the lights, with drivers roaring 

at top speed while the cloudless sky transitions from night to daylight - a holy moment to be on 

track for both driver and spectator. The morning dawned gloriously, with clear skies and a 

pleasant 64F. At the checker for this race, scoring cumulatively after 3 stints, the roster saw 

Nielsen in 4th, Pray in 5th and Asplundh in 10th.  
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Back at garage 5, I chatted with some of the crew (Geoff, BJ and Jeff) who had been prepping 

the cars and sleeping between stints; they shared with me that they were happy the work was 

mostly behind them but then they faced a 20-hour drive hauling race cars and equipment from 

Daytona to New Jersey.  
 

 
Kenny Nielsen leads a pack of races around the International Horseshoe hairpin. Photo by: Don Bok 

 

On Sunday morning, the time came to grid for the fourth and last stint, at 12pm. Again, Nielsen 

held P4, with Pray in P5 and Asplundh in P10 on grid. This series ran like clock work so they 

started their out-lap right on time for about 19 laps of the 3.57 mile tri-oval with infield. In the 

pit box we observed their progress on our cell phones using Race Monitor. After obligatory and 

uneventful pit stops, it looked like there was a change in the front three so Nielsen showed as 

being in 3rd place.  

 

With only 3 minutes remained in this final stint, we all know this can be an eternity in racing. 

Westerly winds brought massive grey clouds over the stadium, resembling a scene from a horror 

sci-fi movie. A cloudburst poured down - and all the racers were out on slicks. Watching the 

front straight from the pit box, the Bodymotion crew kept drivers informed about observable 

track conditions - rooster tails forming on the rain-soaked track. Just then, approaching the Start 

Finish line for the White Flag, the #32 Porsche Cayman of Stuart Briscoe started spinning 

clockwise, went up the 18 degree banking and hit the wall about 100 yards from the Finish Line, 

spun down and up the banking again and banged the wall a second time (I hate that sound!). He 

then slithered down to the grassy apron and joined an elite club of racers who crossed the Start / 
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Finish line going backwards at Daytona. Briscoe came to a stop facing the oncoming racers. 

Meantime, the frantic Bodymotion crew was yelling at Nielsen: “Go high! Go high!” to avoid the 

broken parts and carbon fiber strewn on the wet track as Nielsen was rounding Turn 12 coming 

into the front straight. Nielsen carefully drifted towards the wall picking a straight line through 

the debris while maintaining control. Next was the bright yellow 1973 Porsche 911 #05 of 

Michel Scemama / Bertrand Chapuis, which began spinning clockwise like Briscoe for several 

rotations. The 05 car’s windshield blew out into the rain as he kept spinning down to the apron 

and managed to do a ‘Danny Sullivan’ avoiding the wall. Briscoe could only watch and wait to 

be hit one more time. Miraculously, the 05 car came to rest just a few feet from Briscoe. While 

all this was going on, other racers including Pray and Asplundh were picking their way through 

the garage sale of car parts covering the track. A Full Course Yellow was waving and the race 

continued for one more final lap. The checkered flag was waved with the Double Yellow to 

bring the Group F race, the 24 Classic and the HSR at Daytona to a conclusion for 2018, in the 

rain. What a finish. 

 

 
Kenny Nielsen leaves the pit lane in his 2012 GTB1 Cayman Photo by: Don Bok 

 

At Timing and Scoring there was a difference of opinion about P3 for this group. Race Monitor 

showed Nielsen in P3 but after a half hour of back and forth, P3 was awarded to #01 ‘77/’95 

Porsche 911 RSR of Martin Brauns / Johannes van Overbeek. Nielsen finished 4th in class 

/overall, Pray finished in 5th on the same lap, Asplundh in 10th.  
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Franklin Pray whizzes by on the front straight. Photo by: Don Bok 

 

I am very grateful for the warm welcome I received from Kenny and his family and friends. He 

was very candid and transparent in his observations and explanations, sharing with me his 

strategy and tactics to run in front of the field. I think this was a superbly well managed event; 

everything I saw ran right on time (even early, at times) and I was delighted to meet some 

amazing people. I am very grateful for the great assistance provided me by Adam Saal, by Sara 

Councilor (Media Credentials) and for the cordial hospitality of David Hinton, President, HSR, 

and his wife, Denise.  

 

Danke schön! 

 

 

 

Luis A. Martinez  

 

*“At Maximum Speed” is a column by Luis A. Martínez, sometime Track Anthropologist for 

Victory Lane Magazine, Motorsports Marketing Resources, The Frontrunner (Finger Lakes 

Region - Porsche Club of America), International Motor Racing Research Center and 

Porsche Club of America Club Racing News. 
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¡A Toda Velocidad!* 

A Race Against Time 
 

International Motor Racing Research Center – Watkins Glen, NY 

June 2018 
 

 
IMRRC building, 610 S. Decatur St., Watkins Glen, NY 14981      Photo by Luis A. Martinez 

 

Watkins Glen, NY – June 2018 – The enormously successful International Motor Racing 

Research Center is in a race against time. Tom Weidemann, Executive Director, explains: “The 

people who started racing in this area, which eventually formed Watkins Glen International, are 

now of an age when it’s critical for us to hear their stories, to sit down with them and understand 

their contribution to racing, to work with their families who have gathered mementos, documents 

and artifacts of archival quality.”  
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There are two significant anniversaries taking place this year – the 70th anniversary of racing at 

Watkins Glen and the 20th anniversary of the IMRRC. Nestled in a quiet village of 2,500 in 

upstate New York, the IMRRC is just a few miles down the hill from the world-famous Watkins 

Glen International. But how did this phenomenal race track get started in the first place, in a back 

country village at the end of World War II? JC Argetsinger, oldest of nine children of race 

founder, Cameron Argetsinger, knows 

firsthand: “My father was 27 years old and 

he owned an MG TC. He loved sports cars 

and he had this crazy idea – a sports car 

race in the streets of the village of Watkins 

Glen!” Until that time, the village enjoyed 

tourism business during the summer – 

people who came for the natural beauty of 

Watkins Glen Gorge and the surrounding 

parks. “My father sold the town fathers on 

the idea of a sports car race in October of 

1948 to extend the tourist season - and it 

worked!” Cameron Argetsinger recruited 

allies, like Donald Brubaker, who owned 

Seneca Lodge, a summer camp with tourist 

cabins and a small bar which became 

famous with racers. After gathering consent 

from several jurisdictions and New York 

Central Railroad, the first race was run on 

October 2, 1948, through the streets of the 

village. The starting line was on Franklin 

Street, in front of the Schuyler County 

Courthouse. The original 23 starters raced 

south on Franklin and then turned right 

going uphill behind Seneca Lodge, into the 

railroad underpass, down to the very narrow Stone Bridge, through the woods, over the RR 

tracks and down a steep hill and sharp left turn, coursing back into the village towards the 

Start/Finish line for a total of 6.6 miles. Many entrants used rod and cable mechanical drum 

brakes.  

 

JC Argetsinger explains: “The first race drew 10,000 spectators so they decided to make it an 

annual event and in 1949 they drew 50,000 spectators. By 1950 it was 100,000, and in 1952 

200,000! The race took off like a rocket. We went from nothing to a national event in only 10 

years, and then an international event in 15 years!” During the ensuing years other communities 

showed interest in road racing venues – Sebring started in 1950, Willow Springs in ’53, Road 

America in ’50, Lime Rock Park and Laguna Seca in ’57. But J.C. and his youngest brother, 

Duke, emphasize a crucial difference: “People here actually love our track, unlike some others, 

where the community is always objecting to it. The financial impact of the races on the Finger 

Lakes region has been tremendous. When my father died in 2008, a newspaper editorial noted 

that while road racing would have eventually been developed in America, without Cameron 

Argetsinger it would not have happened in Watkins Glen. My father was a dreamer but also an 

IMRRC Executive Director Tom Weidemann  

Photo by Luis A. Martinez 
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Duke Argetsinger (left) and JC Argetsinger at IMRRC 

Photo by Samantha Baker 
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executor – for 20 years of Formula 1 racing, he brought it all together, made it happen by 

working with mechanics, flaggers and crew as well as F1 organizers, factories, team owners and 

sponsors.” 

 
A graduate of Cornell Law, Cameron Argetsinger married Jean Sause and had nine children, 

three girls and six boys. JC is the oldest, and Duke is youngest. Brother Peter, still racing, is a 

member of the IMRRC governing council. “My mother and father went to Europe and they saw 

Formula 1. Back then it was all about the starting money. So my father put together a very 

compelling plan – they obtained sponsor commitment for a $100,000 purse for a F1 race, an 

incredible sum in those days! They also formed alliances with race organizers in Canada and 

Mexico to distribute the cost of shipping the F1 cars by air from Europe. My mother and father 

worked hands-on for the success of the events – they drove mechanics around, scheduled 

flaggers and volunteers holding many meetings and receptions in our home. All the drivers 

wanted to come to our house so we had great parties with them and their wives, friends, 

organizers - everyone!”  

 

Duke Argetsinger, a young lad at the time 

who still lives in his parent’s home, smiles: 

“Many drivers autographed a wall in our 

garage. We’re going to have to bring that 

wall to the [IMRRC] Research Center!” But 

how did they do all that from a country 

village 75 miles from a major airport? “Ford 

was one of the major sponsors, and they 

loaned us Galaxies and Thunderbirds for the 

crews and drivers to use for a few days. 

There are many great stories about drivers 

peeling out of our driveway with girls in the 

Thunderbirds and racing around our country 

roads!” Michael Argetsinger, an active racer, 

raced with Jochen Rindt who won at The 

Glen in 1969 driving for Lotus. In Austria, 

Rindt was a star and was the posthumous 

World Champion in 1970. “Rindt would 

have been my age,” recalls JC. Many books 

have been written about the escapades of 

many of the drivers of that era. James Hunt 

comes to mind. Brett Brubaker, family owner 

of Seneca Lodge, roars as he remembers a 

totally sloshed Hunt draped over the jukebox 

at the Lodge bar - he went on to win the F1 

race the next morning. But we digress.  

 

JC Argetsinger lights up with pride as he recounts: “The IMRRC was the brainchild of my 

mother, Jean.” Not long after that first race in 1948, collecting began. This fine organization has 

very humble beginnings – it literally started as a book shelf. “We used to have foreign 

Bill Green, Historian, IMRRC 

Photo by Luis A. Martinez 
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correspondents calling our Watkins Glen Village Library, asking for facts and data. First, we 

had a whole shelf at the Village Library dedicated to racing. Then we had two shelves, then a 

whole bookcase. In 1977 the Miles Collier family donated an alcove area full of racing 

information, books, lists of participants, results, race records.”  

 

The Argetsingers and the Village Library realized that valuable materials were being tossed as 

racers retired or passed away. Once again, the Argetsingers organized, as Mr. Weideman 

describes: “Jean Argetsinger and John Bishop and John Saunders imagined an independent 

facility in the mid 1990’s. By 1997 the incorporation papers were prepared and in 1998 

construction began,” JC recalls: “We approached John Bishop, long-time chief executive of the 

Sports Car Club of America, and the founder of the International Motor Sports Association 

(IMSA). Mr. Bishop became the first Board Chair for the IMRRC. With his help we were able to 

raise $1 million very quickly to get the Research Center started. So in 1998 ground was broken 

and the IMRRC was built. The newly completed building was visited in 1998 by Sir Stirling Moss 

and officially dedicated by Sir Jackie Stewart the following year.” Jean Argetsinger, however, 

was a major influence, “Jean was the force – this was her baby!” 

 

Executive Director Weideman exults: “We are in our 20th year, with 6,500 square feet here and 

elbow to elbow with materials and staff. Now we have a section of the Schuyler County storage 

facility with 1,500 s.f. and a part of another warehouse with 5,000 s.f. all of which is full!” 

Problems of success – space! “We need for an appropriate archival space for perseveration for 

documents and film and recordings.” 

But the problems of success persist: “Every time someone makes a significant donation of 

artifacts, we announce it and immediately get swamped with more donations. Thanks to John 

Bishop, the SCCA gave us their entire archive! It was two truckloads of records on pallets. That 

is an expensive donation because we have to archive it and maintain it in controlled 

environment. Then we got the Speed Sport News Chris Economaki collection, too.” 

Asking the Argetsinger brothers - what’s your vision for the RRC? “We want to be the 

Cooperstown of racing, we want to remain the repository for people to come here and do 

research.” That’s vision, and ambition. “But let me be clear that we are not Watkins Glen-

centric. For example, where would you go to find the leading collection of historical information 

about the Nurburgring? Here. They carefully boxed and shipped to us every newsletter and 

magazine published by the ‘Ring since 1934.” This writer had an opportunity to see some of 

those fragile 80-year-old publications – impressive! “And we also have dirt track records, from 

Oswego, for example. We are very catholic in terms of our collections. Getting the SCCA 

collection has been wonderful! Then, when we get a collection like that, we need a benefactor to 

take care of it. Right now, one big problem is space to store, categorize, prioritize and properly 

maintain these collections so they don’t disintegrate.” JC hastens to add: “Financially, we’ve 

never taken out a loan so we are debt free.” 

 

The complexity and scope of the IMRRC is growing, as JC points out: “We also have oral 

history archives, where we’ve recorded conversations with racers and promoters.  

 

Executive Director Weidemann and his rapidly growing team are scrambling to meet rising 

expectations from a public who have discovered this jewel of an organization. The writer has 

been frequenting this site since construction in 1998, and has personally observed not only the 
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physical growth of the collection, but the many ways it is filling a need in the motor racing 

community – globally.  

 

What to do now? Weidemann responds: “We 

purchased the empty property adjacent to our 

Library here on Decatur Street. One vision will be 

to expand this facility over to next door. This will 

be focusing on visitor services and dedicated 

display rooms for large collections, like the SCCA 

collection. We will also have media film room, 

reading rooms, dedicated space for specific 

activities. Another vision is an archival facility 

housing archival staff, individual rooms for 

researchers cold storage for films and photos, 

climate and humidity controlled. So Decatur street 

will be a visitor center and archives. Right now we 

are using every square inch.” 

 

When asked about digital archiving to improve 

productivity, effectiveness and reduce footprint, 

Weidemann indicated: “Currently we are 

digitizing on demand, meaning when a researcher 

calls for information, we open the book or 

document, digitize the text and images, forward to 

the researcher and catalog the digital file, so we 

don’t have to do it again. We need to learn how to 

do this on scale, as for example, as they do for film 

at the George Eastman House and Museum in Rochester.”  

 

Asked about an example of archival material in jeopardy of loss, he replied: “We are facing 

situations like Al Robinson’s. He was a race announcer and photographer. When he was 

convalescing, his children called and asked if the IMRRC would be interested all the ‘stuff’ they 

had put in black plastic bags in an old garage behind his house. Our archivist, Jenny Ambrose, 

went over and looked through it all, sorted and packaged important materials for the IMRRC. 

Mr. Robinson’s children had the foresight to call us, and not put it all out in a dumpster.” 

 

Weidemann emotes a sense of urgency: “We are in a race against time! We need to capture the 

stories, memories, materials of a generation who started racing in the US but they are passing 

away.” 

Luis A. Martinez 

 

 

*“At Maximum Speed” is an occasional column by Luis A. Martínez, sometime Track 

Anthropologist for Victory Lane Magazine, Motorsports Marketing Resources, The 

Frontrunner (Finger Lakes Region - Porsche Club of America) and Genesee Valley Chapter 

BMW Car Club of America. 

Jen Ambrose, Archivist  

Photo by Luis A. Martinez 
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New Online Registration for PCA Events: 

 

ClubRegistration.Net 
 

Beginning with the FLK Region Anniversary Celebration at The Porsche Clash 

this year, we will expand on the use clubregistration.net for event registration. 

Clubregistration.net is an on line service used by numerous PCA Regions and 

other car clubs as a consistent means of signing up for various club activities. In 

many cases, the events are driver education or racing, but the site is also used for 

tours and social events, some with fees and some without. At times, the web site 

is referred to in the short form: clubreg. 

 

First time users will set up an account with a login ID and password. This can be 

done at any time, even if not in regard to a specific event. After that, the registrant 

logs in, finds a certain event listed, and registers. If a fee is involved, payment is 

made with a credit card or through PayPal.  

 

Beyond initially setting up the registrant Profile, we should also complete the Edit 

Vehicles and Edit Memberships items under My Account so that the site has 

additional helpful information to include in rosters. So, if you haven't already, 

please navigate to club registration.net and set up your account so you'll be ready 

to go the next time we use clubreg for event sign-up. 

  

More information here: https://pcaucr.org/wp-

content/uploads/2012/11/UsingClubRegistration.pdf 

https://pcaucr.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/UsingClubRegistration.pdf
https://pcaucr.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/UsingClubRegistration.pdf
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Porsche Club of America 
Finger Lakes Region 

CALENDAR 2019 
 

 “Let’s be on the water…” 

UP NEXT…. 
FINGER LAKES 
REGION PCA 

April 13 

Finger Lakes Region 
First Monthly Coffee & Cars 
 

Leo’s 
East Rochester, New York 
 

Jan. 16 Finger Lakes Region Executive Meeting 

Jan. 26-27 IMSA WeatherTech Championship, Rolex 24 Hour Race, Daytona 

Feb. 2 Finger Lakes Region Annual Planning Meeting, Canandaigua, NY 

Feb. 16-17 PCA National Tech Tactics East, Easton, PA 

March 16 12 Hours of Sebring, Sebring Raceway, FL 

April 13 FLK Region First Monthly Coffee & Cars, Leo’s, E. Rochester, NY 

April 20 Porsche Only Swap Meet, Hershey PA 

April 27 Finger Lakes Region Spring Run, Watkins Glen Opener 

May 11 FLK Region Coffee & Cars, Leo’s E. Rochester, NY 

May 17-19 PCA Zone 1 - 48 Hours HPDE, Watkins Glen 

May 27-28 Lou Betstadt Memorial HPDE, Watkins Glen, Niagara Region  

May30-June2 Zone 1 Porsche Clash at Watkins Glen International Raceway 

June 1 23rd Anniversary Celebration - Finger Lakes Region, Glen Club 

June 12-13 Advanced HPDE, Watkins Glen, Niagara Region  

June 22 Finger Lakes Region Dinner, Glen Iris Inn, Letchworth State Park, Castile, NY  

June 27-30 Sahlen’s 6 Hours at the Glen, IMSA Weathertec Sports Car Series 

July 21-27 PCA Parade in Boca Raton, FL 

July 19-20  IMSA WeatherTech Sports Car Championship, Lime Rock Park, CT 

July 23  Finger Lakes Region Meet Up Bushnell’s Basin Car Show 

July 28 Finger Lakes Region Show, Taste & Tour, Fox run Vineyards 

Aug 30–Sep1 Blancpain World Sports Car Challenge, Watkins Glen 

Sept. 5-8 US Vintage Grand Prix, Watkins Glen International Raceway 

Sep. 23-24 OctoberFast HPDE, Niagara Region, Watkins Glen 

October --- Finger Lakes Region Fall Tour & Meet Up - TBD 

http://www.theglen.com/Tickets-Events/Events/2018/PWC.aspx
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Welcome to our new members:  Daniel Stoddard  December, 2018 
  Dave Rochelle November, 2018 

Antonio Daz  October 2018 
 
 

Congratulations to:    James Romano   5th Anniversary 
  Bert Robles & Dwight Stapleton 15th Anniversary 
  Karl Schmitt   20th Anniversary 
 
 

 

 

 

AGE OF OUR PORSCHES NUMBER OF PORSCHES 

Less than 5 years 13 

Less than 10 years 22 

Less than 15 years 40 

Greater than 20 years 42 

The Gap 14 

MEMBERSHIP PROFILE NUMBER OF MEMBERS % 

Less than 3 Years 24 25 

Less than 10 Years 56 58 

Over 10 Years 40 42 

   

TOTAL NUMBER OF MEMBERS 96  

 

FINGER LAKES REGION PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 

CATEGORIES OF INTEREST 

 Concours 

 Drivers Education 

 Rally 

 Autocross 

 Meetings 

 Membership 

 Writing 

 Technical Events 

 Social Events 

 Speakers 

 Tours 

 Photography 

 Sponsorship 

 Tech Inspection 

 Trophies 

 Art 

 Web Assistance 

 Equipment 

VOLUNTEER AND GET INVOLVED! 

LEVEL OF INVOLVEMENT 

 I like to be responsible or in charge. I’m a planner, a doer! 

 I’m great when I’m given an assignment and good direction. I’m a good committee person. 

 I prefer to work behind the scenes. I’m a team player. 

 I have some time to give but I don’t know where I’d fit in or who to ask. 

 I have limited time but want to give something back to the club 
 
Name______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone (day)_____________________________ (evening) ___________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________ 

Email______________________________________________________________________________ 

Comments: 
 
Mail to: Mike Hortiatis, 42 Chelsea Park, Pittsford, NY 14534 

FINGER LAKES REGION 

PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 

PROFILE 
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The Exchange 

Advertising Guidelines 
Publication of paid advertising in the Frontrunner does not 
constitute the endorsement by this publication or the 
Finger Lakes Region of the products or services set forth 
therein. The Frontrunner reserves the unqualified right to 
approve for publication all advertising submitted. 
 
The Exchange Guidelines 
Deadline for submitting ads for the EXCHANGE to the 
editor is no later than the 15th of each month to appear in 
the next issue. Advertising Porsches or Porsche parts or to 
solicit materials is free to members in this section of the 
publication. Ads will run for two months unless the editor 
is formally notified. To place your want ad, send a note to 
the editor containing your copy. Please limit copy to a 
maximum of six lines. The editor reserves the right to edit 
as needed for space. Ads can be email to: 
Veloz36@rochester. rr.com. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Race car for sale: 1988 Porsche 944 Turbo, full 

roll cage, interior white metal, two racing seats and 

harnesses. Fast and lightweight. Too many options to 

mention. Turnkey racer. Many more photos available: 

$9,900. Write or call Luis: 585-766-9536 
Veloz36@rochester.rr.com 

 
President 
Dom Pullano 
dpullano@rochester.rr.com 

Vice President 
Vice President 
Neil Freson 
nfreson@aol.com 
 

 
Secretary 

John Malvaso 585-737-3095 
jam@fsisys.com 

 

 
Treasurer 
James Butler 
P.O. Box 93 
Pittsford, New York 14534 
porsche914@frontiernet.net 
 
 
Membership 
Mike Hortiatis 
42 Chelsea Park 
Pittsford, NY 14534 
Mike.hortiatis@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Safety Officer 
Art Salo 
Arthur.salo@rochester.edu 

 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Luis A. Martinez 
P.O. Box 242 
Pittsford, NY 14534 
Veloz36@rochester.rr.com 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

Finger Lakes Region 
Elected Officers and Volunteers 
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