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On the Cover: Pictured is the 1984 944 enjoyed by Neil and Kathie Freson since 2008. Neil is the
third owner of the original condition car that has traversed 59K miles, powered by the 2.5 liter
longitudinal in-line inclined liquid cooled SOHC 4-cylinder engine (half of a 928 V8) mated to a
five-speed manual transaxle (an automatic was available). Options include Porsche logo cloth and
leather sport seats, rear wiper, and cruise control. This is a nice example of the first generation 944
produced for the 1983 - 1985.5 model years.
Photo provided by: Neil Freson
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President’s Message
Welcome Finger Lakes Region members to our Winter 2021 Newsletter.
This is a big year for us as we are celebrating our 25th anniversary as a region of PCA. We have
already received from National a citation commemorating our anniversary, an acknowledgement
letter, anniversary window stickers, several banners, and a PCA/FLK canopy.
This is also the year where our elected board members are entering the final year of their second
term. Elections for new officers will be slated for November of this year. The work others have done
has always been appreciated and I know there are numerous members ready to assume more
responsibility. Sharing some of these have been difficult as we lost a part of 2020. We are looking
forward to making up this lost time and activities in 2021.
We have also identified sections in our by-laws that need to be updated and we are taking that on
this year. We'll need a vote from membership to approve these and there will be more information
coming.
The year 2019 saw our region lead Zone One with a membership increase of over 16%. We held our
own in 2020 with a slight increase. I'll get our rankings at the next Zone One meeting in March. I know
many regions did see declines. A great goal for us would be to increase membership by 25 members
in our 25th year. The way to do that is with participation, activities, communication and awareness.
Please consider this in the coming year and we will be planning some great activities to
commemorate our region and friendships in this new Porsche season.
Dom

Drive it LOUD! ©

¡A Toda Velocidad!*
Luis A. Martínez

That Was the Year that Was
Amigos, what a year that was! While we can, to some degree, be glib and superficial we face the reality that last
year’s events changed the course of history – and not always for a better course. While everyone was affected in
some way, some of us have been hit harder than others. Let’s take a look.
If you are reading this you are, by definition, ‘wealthy’. How do we know? A sales manager at a Porsche
dealership made a remark which makes it simple for us to understand. He was showing me around the show
room and he said: “Nobody needs a Porsche.” I think that is a very wise observation on his part on at least two
levels. One, that as a realist in a competitive automobile marketplace, he knows that his potential customer
might simply settle for a nicely appointed Honda Accord or Chevy Silverado – both of which could be purchased
for less than the cost of one new Porsche. On another level he recognizes that the customer walking into his
showroom has discretionary income – lots of it – to spend on a very special car that racks up maybe 2 or 3,000
miles in a sunny summer. And that customer, dear reader, is, demographically speaking - who we are.
There is nothing wrong with that. We all have our story of how we came to be in this place in life – and by the
way, we would love to read your story on these pages! In our Club we can point to each other as examples or
exhibits of what we can accomplish, in this exceptional nation, using as evidence all the fruits of our time, talent
and treasure.
We recognize that many of the people affected directly and indirectly by this pandemic are much worse off today
than they were in 2019. Among them are at least 57 million Americans whose livelihood is in the gig economy –
musicians, Uber/Lyft drivers, coaches, contractors, performance artists and those engaged in the devasted
hospitality and live entertainment industries. Even high school, collegiate and professional sports are adversely
affected, not to mention symphony orchestras and Broadway. While many of us in white collar professions can
work from home via Zoom, at least 40% of Americans cannot even consider it – patient care professionals,
mechanics, construction workers, manufacturing operators, warehousing staff, Amazon drivers, retail cashiers,
mail carriers, food service providers, etc.
The optimist in me suggests we can look forward to 2021 as an improvement over 2020. We have learned a lot in
the last 12 months and we can use what we’ve learned to make 2021 much better.
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As we look ahead at 2021, let’s explore as members of Finger Lakes PCA how our skills and sense of community
can improve someone else’s life. Last year our Finger Lakes Region members donated to a number of causes
which are explained in detail in the contents of this FRONTRUNNER.
Please take a look at our Calendar of Events for 2021. Then send us photos and stories of how you are enjoying
your Porsche and how you plan to make life better for yourself, your loved ones and for others in 2021.
Gracias y Bendiciones,

Writers’ Workroom at Media Center,
Watkins Glen International Raceway, Watkins Glen, NY
* At Maximum Speed!

Luis A. Martínez

Since 1975

Reading, ‘Riting & Racing! ©
Quick37 Racing
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Finger Lakes Region’s Donation to Habitat for Humanity
By Laura Butler
December 2020
As a not-for-profit, the Finger Lakes PCA Region has a responsibility to give back to the communities we operate in. Dom
frequently asks region members for ideas for places we might consider making a charitable contribution to. I decided to
give this some serious thought and remembered that NYS recently implemented revised regulations for smoke and combo
smoke/CO detectors. This led me to thinking about Habitat for Humanity and that they would be required to install
detectors per NYS regulation.
I found a NYS Habitat for Humanity website and submitted a message through the site, asking if a donation of detectors
would be helpful to them. I explained that our region has a large territory, and we are interested in supporting some of the
rural/outlying areas vs. larger cities which tend to have more resources.
The response was that yes, they were super interested in this idea. I asked to be put in touch with the Yates/Schulyer
Counties and Seneca Falls County Habitat organizations. Then, working with a representative from each, we were able to
identify their specific current needs.
Yates/Schulyer Counties has two houses under construction while Seneca Falls has four. The representatives shared with
me exactly how many smoke vs. combo detectors they needed to furnish their current build schedules.
The detectors were secured, and arrangements made to visit one construction site in each county to meet the recipients of
the donated detectors.
Jim Butler, FLK Region Treasurer, and I visited a build in Seneca Falls on October 22nd. The new homeowner was there
putting in her ‘sweat equity’ along with several other volunteers. This home is a one-story, totally new build. The hope is
to complete the home by Christmas.
On October 24th, Jim and I went to Hector, NY. This site does not yet have an identified homeowner as the commission is in
the process of matching local needs to this house. The Yates/Schulyer Habitat for Humanity is renovating a very old former
home (see photos) with a remaining ‘shell.’ This particular house is unusual in that it is two story, 1,800 feet living space,
and suitable for a larger size family.
It was very humbling to see how dedicated all the volunteers were and how grateful they were to get our detector
donations.

Laura Butler
Photos and captions on next page courtesy of Laura and Jim Butler
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Habitat new build in Seneca Falls.

New build with the volunteers, Laura and Tricia holding the
detectors. Tricia, new home owner, putting in her ‘sweat equity.’

Inside view of the Seneca Falls home.

Outside of the two-story structure being
renovated in Hector, NY.

Inside view of work being performed on this home in Hector.
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The following is an excerpt from the October 29, 2020 edition of the Odessa File, an electronic newspaper containing
Schuyler County news and human-interest stories:

Schuyler Habitat receives donation
Special to the Odessa File
SCHUYLER COUNTY, Oct. 29, 2020 -- The Finger Lakes Chapter of the Porsche Club of America
has donated combination CO2/smoke alarms to Schuyler County Habitat for Humanity. They will be
used in the construction of the current
Habitat build on County Road 4 in the Town
of Hector.
Habitat, in a press release, said it is
"extremely grateful for donations such as
these" because they help its effort to provide
low cost, quality housing to people of need.
This will be the third home that Schuyler
Habitat has built in Schuyler County. The
partner family selection process is under
way. "Volunteers to assist with the build are
always welcome," Habitat said, "whatever
your skill set."
To volunteer contact Bob
Groll, broll@schuylerhabitat.org. Information regarding becoming the partner family and the monthly
meeting can be found on the website www.schuylerhabitat.org. Donations for the build may be sent to
Schuyler Habitat for Humanity, P.O. Box 45, Watkins Glen, NY 14891.
Photo in text: Posing with the Finger Lakes Porsche Club donation are, from left,
The Reverend Michael Hartney, Habitat treasurer; Bob Groll, president; Steve Clendenin, volunteer;
Ann Barford, volunteer; and James Gallagher, vice president. (Photo provided)

9

Meet Up at Tags in Big Flats, NY
October 10, 2020

Paul Corter giving us a presentation at Tags in Big Flats, NY.
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My 2005 Carrera 997 IMS Story that Wasn’t
By Mike Hortiatis
In 2005/06, the rotary engine seized on my daily driver, a 1988 RX-7 Turbo with about 125,000 miles. A search
began for a similar sports car to replace it. I test drove a number of sports cars, including some air-cooled
Porsches that I ruled out as a daily driver.
After an extensive search, I finally decided to focus on the “new Porsche 997 shape” and subsequently found a
speed yellow 2005 Carrera Coupe that caught my eye at a Porsche dealer in Long Island that matched my
requirements.
I wanted a pre-owned with about 9,000 miles to use as a daily
driver, with a 6-speed transmission in good condition. A trip to the
dealer, a quick drive round the block and we closed the sale. I
remember the sales agent highly recommending the certified preowned package with a “good to have with these cars” comment!
Soon after I got the car, I started reading articles on IMS bearing
failures, replacement engines and lots of confusion as to which cars
were affected. It soon became evident that my 997 was a potential candidate. I remember one article that
discussed the need to “split the engine” to replace the installed later and larger IMS bearing - a more expensive
solution.
As you can imagine, there were periods of concern when driving the car with one eye on the oil pressure gauge
and an ear on the sound of the engine. Luckily, the car was fun to drive, ran perfectly, with good milage, it did not
use oil between changes and definitely no oil leaks.
There was one occasion coming back from Florida in 2012 doing about 65mph on I-95 south of Washington DC
when the engine started making some really bad noises! Luckily, after a quick check on the side of the road,
the engine was still in one piece, and with no oil leaks. Local Porsche dealer replaced the coils (at 64,000 miles they should have been replaced at 5 years (2010) or 50,000 miles) and we continued to Rochester without any
further problems.
At 86,000 miles, changing gears became somewhat challenging indicating the need for a clutch replacement and
also consider replacing the IMS bearing. But which bearing did my engine have and would the engine need to be
split? It came down to engine numbers and a UK website* provided some help:
•
•

Engine #’s up to M96/05 69 507 475 with smaller IMS bearing do not require to split the engine
Engine #’s from M96/05 69 507 476 larger revised IMS bearing does require to split the engine

Since my engine had the smaller IMS bearing, the LN Engineering “narrow double” bearing was selected. Below
are pictures of the IMS Bearings.

My 2005 977 IMS

LN Engineering Replacement

Failed IMS Bearing

* https://www.revolution-porsche.co.uk/news/ims-bearing-failure-symptoms-and-how-to-spot-them
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Tour, Learn and Dine
Curtiss H Glenn Museum, Hammondsport, NY

Show, Taste & Tour
Glenora Vineyards

After dinner following our visit to the Glenn Curtiss Museum
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Partial Show lineup at Glenora Winery
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Template - to help you write your own story for the FRONTRUNNER
We would love to see and read your one- or two-page story and photos!

TITLE: Our trip to ___________
BY: ____________
DATE OF EVENT: ___________
BODY OF STORY
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

PHOTO OF LOCATION or EVENT VISITED
CAPTION AND CREDIT FOR PHOTO
MORE TEXT
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

PHOTO OF YOUR CAR
CAPTION AND CREDIT
CONCLUSION
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
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HISTORIC RACE CARS AT “THE BUMPS”
HSR CLASSIC TWELVE-HOUR SEBRING HISTORICS
December 5-8, 2019

By: Luis A. Martínez
Sebring, FL – Several days of Chamber of Commerce weather greeted a total field of 146 vintage racing cars and
170 highly experienced racing drivers heralding from six nations (Cayman Islands, Canada, Czechoslovakia, Great
Britain, Germany and Italy) and 23 states (as far away as California, Utah, Washington and Wisconsin) in a stirring
concentration of vintage racing cars. Why participate in Historic Sportscar Racing? “As a time-machine of sights
and sounds, HSR provides a venue for competitors and spectators alike to share in the wonderful history and
excitement created by the cars that competed at racetracks around the world.” An amazing sight – 170 drivers
gathered in pursuit of an audacious goal – to finish first after enduring 4 shifts, from Saturday to Sunday, of
unyielding, merciless pounding at The Bumps. Sebring proudly promotes its trademark bumpy track as an
irritatingly rough, rattle-your-wisdom-teeth racing roadway with no elevation changes higher than a concrete
expansion joint. This is a legendary venue revered in the world of sports car racing. But, as they say in endurance
racing - to finish first, you must first finish.
There is something visceral, loud, in-your-face about Sebring. Maybe because the fans can get closer to the cars
throughout some of the vantage points in the 3.74 mile venue with 17 turns. The 12 Hours of Sebring was born
of an idea by Alec Ullman, a Russian engineer, in 1950. He was in the business of repurposing military planes
available at Hendricks Field, an old WWII Army base for training B-17 pilots. Ullman loved high performance
automobiles. On December 31, 1950 he organized a 6-hour race using part of the Hendricks runway. Now, 69
years later, the 12 Hours of Sebring keeps on rocking - the oldest endurance race in the USA.

Drivers arrived early in the week, on Wednesday December 4 and began their Test and Tune laps for Groups Red,
Green, Purple and Orange. First round of qualifying (Q1) took place all morning on Thursday the 5th for HSR
Groups 2 & 3, 5 & 7, 4, 6 & 11, 9, 9 & 10, followed by Classic 12 Groups A, B, C, D. The Driver’s Meeting was
called during lunch at Pit Central.
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After lunch, a second round of Qualifiers was followed by the first race at 3:00pm, the BRM Vintage/GTC Enduro,
for one hour, with a 5-minute Pit Stop required. Todd Treffert guided his ’74 Porsche 911 IROC 3-Liter from P2 on
the Grid, eventually leading the last 8 laps to the top step of the Podium overall. Following Treffert were Travis
Engen in one of his two rides, the Lotus 23b 1.6L for 2nd overall and 1st in class. In 3rd overall and 1st in class were
Sean and Daniel Brown collaborating in their ’75 Ford Escort MkI RS 1975cc. Ken Marlin and Patrick Mullaney
drove their 2000 Ferrari 360 Challenge 3.5 from 15th on Grid to finish 4th overall.
At 4:15pm on Thursday, the 23 entries of the Global GT Race got the Green flag for an 8-lap sprint. The very
quick 6 Liter Aston Martin Vantage V-12 of Marco Werner and Oliver Mathai gridded 1st and finished in 1st overall
with a best lap speed of 108.258. Second and on the same lap went to the 4.0 Liter 2010 Porsche 997.2 Cup with
Stuart Fain. In 3rd it was the ’10 Porsche 997.2 Cup 3.8 Liter of Chris Ruppel / Eric Zitza.
Late in the afternoon, just before sunset, the Classic RS Sasco Sports International/American Challenge
welcomed seven entries to the Grid. In his black 3 Liter 1974 Porsche 911 IROC, Todd Trefert went from P1 on
the Grid to the checkered flag. On the 2 nd step of the Podium was the Kathy Blaha/Mike Banz in their white 3
Liter ’74 Porsche RSR and in 3rd the ’73 Porsche 911 IROC of Fred Schulte.
Later, at 7:00pm, preparing for the winter darkness the four groups (A, B, C, D) of Classic 12 tried their headlamps
against the Florida nightfall, for 30 minutes each group, to practice night driving until 9pm.

Historic Sportscar Racing (HSR) cars on Grid at dusk, Sebring International Raceway. All Photos by: Luis A. Martinez

Friday morning saw a third round of Qualifying for ten HSR Groups. Then at 10:30am, HSR held the BRM
Historic/Prototype/GT Modern Endurance race with mandatory Pit Stop. Among the 28 entries, Travis Engen
had stepped out of his super light (900 lbs dry!) 1962 Lotus 23b and into his #2 car, a 3.6 Liter Audi R8 LeMans
Prototype. He drove it to 1st place after the 2009 Oreca FLM09 6227cc of Lawrence Huang / John Edwards
incurred a Pit penalty relegating them to 3rd, even after posting a quick lap at 1:58.717. Second overall and 1st in
Class was Robert Tornello in his 2012 Corvette Coyote Daytona Prototype 5.5 Liter.
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After lunch on Friday the four Classic 12 Groups (A, B, C, D) did their Qualifying Races. The first Sprint Race #1 for
the HSR Groups 2 & 3 began right on time at 2:30pm. Event volunteers gridded the largest number of entries, 31
cars. Stepping back into his #1 car, the Lotus 23b, Travis Engen went from Green to Checker in first place overall.
Rob Albino had an amazing drive in his 2000 BMW E36/Z3 Coupe, quickly climbing from 7th on Grid to 2nd overall.
The Sean and Daniel Brown team took their ’75 Ford Escort Mk1 RS to third overall.
Race Groups 5&7 saw the Green flag at 3:00pm. With 17 cars on Grid, Jeff McKee took the head-turning, Gulf
liveried ’68 SPF GT40 #9 V-8 powered Ford to top step. He was followed 12.7 seconds later to the Checkered by
Bradley Hoyt’s ’69 Corvette Roadster. Advancing incredibly from 14th to third place with a best lap time overall of
2.17.832 was the #59 car, Frank Beck’s 914/6 GT 2.0L.
Twentynine cars of Groups 8, 9 & 10 entered battle for Sprint Race 1 at 3:30 in the afternoon. It appeared to be
a PCA Clash as 22 of the entries were Porsches. Starting P6 and finishing first was the 2019 Porsche 997.2+ Cup of
Juan Gonzalez/Butch Leizinger. Starting 5th and finishing second was Jeffrey Freeman in his 2013 997.2 Cup. In the
3rd step overall was the 2012 Ferrari 458 Challenge of Greg Griffin/Chris Hall, who had started 7th.
Some of the weekend’s fastest cars went to Grid last on Friday among the Sprint races. These were Groups 6, &
11 for Sprint Race 1 at 4pm. John Reisman/Eric Curran gridded P2 in their 2014 Corvette Coyote Daytona
Prototype and finished 1st with a very quick 1:56.378 lap (115.692 mph). Starting P2 and finishing second was
Lawrence Huang in his ’09 Oreca FLM 09. On the third step was Robert Tornello’s 2012 Corvette Coyote DP.
With Media credentials I was able to access the front straight to the limits of Pit Out into Turn 1. On this front
straight, rocketing out of Turn 17, drivers reach top gear before they careen into a fast left- hander. As they trailbrake while steering left you can actually hear their tires scrubbing the pavement, struggling for traction under
the immense lateral G-forces. Never mind the tires – think about the lateral G’s on the pilot. Now, imagine doing
this after dark guided only by headlights!
It was at this point in the afternoon that I bumped into 2 drivers whom I’ve known when we labored as Track
Instructors at Monticello Motor Club, NY. Jason Rabe and Patrick Gallagher were two very young Instructors
working with me at MMC. Here at the Sebring Classic 12 they were co-drivers with Matt Dalton, owner of the #33
2014 Ferrari 458 Challenge Evo racer. I immediately sensed I would be following their exploits.
Then at 4:30, a spectacular group of eight WWII single-engined airplanes taxied from the regional airport and
stationed in two rows bordering the False Grid for all subsequent races. This was the 4th annual Pistons and
Props exhibition with the HSR Classic 12 Hour & Sebring Historics Races. What a spectacle they present.
On Saturday December 7 the second round, HSR Sprint Race 2 for Groups 5 & 7, kicked off a long day of
continuous races that would endure until midnight. This race of 8 laps saw 13 cars to the Grid. Once again, Jeff
McKee brought his 68/15 SPF Ford GT/40 to the top step with a best lap of 2:18.469, followed by Bradley Hoyt’s
’69 Corvette Roadster and Larry Kessler’s 1971 Chevron B19 came to 3rd place.
Twentynine cars came to Grid for HSR Sprint Race 2 for Groups 2&3 at 9am. At the end of 8 laps, the superlight
Lotus 23b of Travis Engen saw the Checkered first, followed by John Deford and in third at the Finish was Mayo
Smith in the ’72 Porsche 911 S/T.
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At 9:30am the Green flag waved for seven drivers in HSR Sprint Race 2 for Groups 4, 6 & 11. Robert Tornello
used his 2012 Corvette Coyote DP to reach 1st place, with Travis Engen finding 2nd in his 2005 Audi R8 LMP and
finishing third was the Lawrence Huang/John Edwards Oreca FLM 09.
My aforementioned friends in the #33 Ferrari 458 Challenge, with Eddie Van Halen red/white graphics, took first
place in Groups 8, 9 & 10 of HSR Sprint Race 2. Of the 26 entries, in second came the Johannes van Overbeek/Jim
Bernier 2011 Porsche 997.2 Cup and finding third place was Jeffrey Freeman’s 2013 Porsche 997.2 Cup.

Jason Rabe and Patrick Gallagher, two very young Instructors from Monticello Motor Club, co-driving with
Matt Dalton, owner of the #33 2014 Ferrari 458 Challenge Evo racer
The official Historic Sportscar Racing 2019 Classic 12 Hour Sebring Historics event began on the False Grid with a
young color guard marching while porting colors and arms. Hats came off for fervent prayer and officers snapped
to attention for a powerful female voice rendering the National Anthem. After this reverent and respectful
opening (in observance of December 7, 1941 at Pearl Harbor, “A Date Which Will Live in Infamy" ), the Race Marshall
ordered the 18 drivers of the Classic 12 Group A Race 1 to start their engines for the Race 1 Enduro with Pit
Stop. After 42 minutes of a battle of the Lolas, Michael Fumagalli brought his 1970 Lola T165 to P1, while in
second were James Cullen/Frank Beck in the 1970 Lola T70 MarkIIIb and in 3rd Toni Seiler’s 1969 Lola T70 MkIIIb.
Eight drivers in Classic 12 Group B Race 1 saw the Green flag at 1pm. At the end of 42 minutes of racing Gray
Gregory/Randy Buck’s ’74 Chevron B26 (1975cc) came to P1. In second place was Alain Ruede with his ’82 Chevy
Camaro while in third Rob Parker and Willis Woerheide brought their ’74 Porsche 911 RSR.
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Then at 2pm, 18 entries of Classic 12 Group C Race 1 rolled out to the front straight for their Formation Lap.
Michael Frey put down a super quick best lap of 1:52.129 (120.176 mph) for an event FTD and P1 finish in his
2008 Lola B07/18 for a total of 20 laps. To second place and only 8 seconds behind Dave Porter drove his
beautiful 2007 Peugeot 908 HDI, followed to third place by Travis Engen in the ’05 Audi R8 LMP.

Michael Frey’s #15 Lola B07-18 and Dave Porter’s #7 2007 Peugeot 908 HDI on Grid

Ten European entries in the fourth group, Classic 12 Group D Race 1, started at 3pm. The three marques were
Porsche, Ferrari and Aston Martin. Results show Italian drivers Gian Luigi Candiani/Sabino de Castro in their 2012
Porsche 997.2 Cup reaching the Checkered first. Then came Chris Ruppel & Eric Zitza also in a 2010 Porsche
997.2 Cup and a third 2011 Porsche 997.2 Cup with Jim Bernier at the wheel.
At 4 o’clock the 18 entries of Classic 12 Group A Race2 parted the Grid to the Front Straight. Prominent in this
group of 2, 3, 5 and close to 6 Liter displacement entries was the 1962 Lotus 23b of Travis Engen, powered by a
1600 cc in-line four. Engen exhibited his comfort and civility as he waved his left hand at his competitors after
completing a very smooth inside run passing a Porsche 911 and Shelby GT350 at Turn 7, the “Safety Pin” tight Rhander. The crowd roared with approval. Marco Fumagalli finished 18 laps in his ’70 Lola T165 to first overall.
Toni Seiler was 49 seconds behind in the ’69 Lola T70 MkIIIb, and one lap down was Mac McCombs and Dennis
Olthoff in the 09/68 SPF Ford GT40 MkII.
Classic 12 Group B Race 2 began promptly at 5pm with 9 entries. They saw Gray Gregory’s ’74 Chevron B26
finish first. Alain Reude followed in 2nd with the ’82 Chevrolet Camaro and George Krass reached the third step
on the Podium with his ’86 Chevy Camaro.
In the dimming light just after sunset, 14 entries of the Classic 12 Group C Race 2 came to Grid at 6pm and tested
their headlights and auxiliary lamps for the first racing stint in the dark. The backdrop of fading light, palm trees
and state of the art, exotic racing cars with fanfare of creative lighting arrangements presented dramatic photo
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ops. Eighteen laps of racing resulted in David Porter bringing the crowd pleasing #7 Peugeot 908 HDI to first
place. Travis Engen came in second in his ’05 Audi R8 LMP and Marco Werner teamed with Oliver Mathai to
bring the beautiful 2013 Aston Martin Vantage to the third step.
Staying right on time, race marshals for Classic 12 Group D Race 2 gridded 6 Porsches, 1 Ferrari and 1 Aston
Martin and initiated their Formation lap at nineteen hundred hours (7pm). They turned 18 laps and at the end of
42 minutes it was Porsche-Porsche-Porsche again with the 2012 Porsche 997.2 Cup of Candiani/De Castro that
saw the Checkered first, followed 21 seconds later by Ruppel/Zitza in their 2010 997.2 Cup and Jim Bernier’s 2011
997.2 Cup taking third.
The third of four stints for Classic 12 Group A Race 3 began with 15 entries at 8pm (20:00 hours). Driving entirely
in the dark at Sebring is disorienting, given the relatively few landmarks at the edge of the track. The 1970 Lola
T165 5.7 L of Marco Fumagalli took 1st place. One lap down were McCombs/Olthoff In their 09/68 SPF Ford GT40
MkII for second and Mayo Smith hurried to finish third in the ’72 Porsche 911 S/T.
Classic 12 Group Group B Race 3 got off at 21 hundred hours (9pm) with 6 entries. Gregory/Buck kept their ’74
Chevron B26 in first place. Alain Ruede brought the #21 ’82 Camaro to second followed by Parker/Woerheide in
the ’74 Porsche 911 RSR finishing third.
At 10pm, 11 entries of the Classic 12 Group C Race 3 lined up on the False Grid and initiated their Formation lap.
My two friends, Jason Rabe and Patrick Gallagher shared driving duties of their 2014 Ferrari 458 Challenge. Rabe
went out first and put down some good laps, 2:09 range. Then Gallagher went out and did even better, 2:07’s.
But they were insufficient to catch the 2013 Aston Martin Vantage of Werner/Mathai who posted 2:05’s and
finished 1st in Class and 4th overall. First overall in Group C was Frey in the 2008 Lola B07/18, with second and
third going to Porter’s ’07 Peugeot 908 HDI and Engen’s ’05 Audi R8 LMP.
Finishing a long day that started at 8:30 am with the HSR Sprint Race 2 for Groups 5 & 7, the last evening stint
started at 11pm (23 hundred hours) with Classic 12 Group D Race 3. This group of 5 entries (4 Porsches and one
Aston Martin) labored for 42 minutes in the dark, clocking some very fast laps (2:10’s) in spite of the sheer
exhaustion of driving at 10/10ths while finding their way in the dark. It was 3 Porsches again, with Candiani/De
Castro in 1st again in their ’12 997.2 Cup, Ruppel/ Zitza second in their 2010 997.2 Cup and Bernier finishing 3 rd in
his ’11 997.2 Cup. The majesty and enormity of the entire Media Center, which is about ¼ mile long West to East,
is inspiring when lighted during night racing. Yours truly did not exit the media center until well after midnight.
In the exquisite morning sunshine and cool temps of Sunday December 8, the HSR Sprint Race 3 for Groups 2 & 3
saw the Starter at 8am. This group of 25 entries included some interesting vintage marques like BMW, Ford
Mustang, Ginetta, Honda, Lotus, Mini Cooper, Porsche and Toyota. It was Travis Engen at the Checkered with his
superlight ’62 Lotus 23b. In second place but only 0.411 seconds late was Tom Grudovich’s 1966 Ginetta G4 and 5
seconds behind in 3rd was Miguel Vidal’s ’95 Toyota WSR.
Then at 8:30 the 14 cars of the HSR Sprint Race 3 for Groups 8, 9 & 10 came to Grid. Jumping into his red #33 ’14
Ferrari 458 Challenge Evo, Matt Dalton leaped into the lead and kept it for 8 laps with his best a 2:14 lap which
kept everyone else at bay. Dudley/Hoopaugh came in second and Henri Sicotte took third in his 2010 Chevrolet
Camaro GT.R. There was great celebration of Dalton’s win by Rabe and Gallagher at the Pits.
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The 11 entries for HSR Sprint Race 3 for Groups 5 & 7 were quite diverse, with Chevron, Corvette, Ford GT40,
Ford Mustang, Ford Shelby, Lola, Porsche and Python at the False Grid at 9:00am. Finishing first was Hoyt in the
’69 Corvette Roadster, followed by a great drive by Kathy Blaha from 10th on Grid to 2nd in her ’76 Porsche 911
RSR, and in third Carlus Gann/Dennis Olthoff in the 09/68 SPF GT 40 MkII.
For the final HSR Sprint Race 3 for Groups 4, 6 & 11, only 2 entries came to Grid. Dennis Dobkin started on P1
and won in his 2013 Radical SR8, followed by Engen in the ’05 Audi R8 LMP, both cars unopposed in their class.
At 10am on Sunday the vintage WWII airplanes taxied away to the Regional Airport and then at 11am the 15 cars
of Classic 12 Group A Race 4 assembled for the 4th and last time at False Grid. This final race for the group
resulted in Toni Seiler in top step driving his Lola T70 MkIIIb. In second was Fumagalli’s ’70 Lola T165, and in 3rd
was Engen in his ’62 Lotus 23b. Cumulative results for Classic Group A Overall were:
1. Marco Fumagalli – 1970 Lola T165
2. Mayo Smith – 1972 Porsche 911 S/T
3. Travis Engen – 1962 Lotus 23b
A total of 9 entries came to Grid for the Classic 12 Group B Race 4 at 12 hundred hours (noon). On the top step
after 18 laps was Ruede in the ’82 Chevrolet Camaro. On the second step were Gregory/Buck in the ’74 Chevron
B26, and in third was Krass in the ’86 Chevrolet Camaro. Cumulative results for Classic Group B Overall were:
1. Gregory/Buck – 1974 Chevron B26
2. Alain Ruede – 1982 Chevrolet Camaro
3. Parker/Woerheide – 1974 Porsche 911 RSR
Nine cars of Classic 12 Group C Race 4 advanced to Grid at 1pm. David Porter clocked 19 laps and a 1:54.038
best lap to bring home the P1 bacon in the 2007 Peugeout 908 HDI. In second was Michael Frey in the ’08 Lola
B07/18, with third place taken by Travis Engen in his ’05 Audi R8 LMP. Cumulative results for Classic Group C
Overall were:
1. David Porter - 2007 Peugeout 908 HDI
2. Michael Frey - 2008 Lola B07/18
3. Travis Engen - 2005 Audi R8 LMP
Then, to close out all the driving events since Wednesday morning’s Test and Tune, the five cars composing the
Classic 12 Group D Race 4 came to Grid and proceeded to assemble the last Formation Lap at 2pm. In first place
after 18 laps were Ruppel/Zitza in the 2010 Porsche 997.2 Cup, while in second were Candiani/De Castro in the
2012 Porsche 997.2 Cup and Jim Bernier brought third in the 2011 Porsche 997.2 Cup. Cumulative results for
Classic Group D Overall were:
1. Candiani/De Castro - 2012 Porsche 997.2 Cup 3.8L
2. Ruppel/Zitza – 2010 Porsche 997.2 Cup 3.8L
3. Jim Bernier - 2011 Porsche 997.2 Cup 3.8L
Sebring International Raceway’s reputation as a thrilling spectacle of sports car racing is well deserved. Very few
venues can boast the history and heroics of this legendary circuit. Racing fans can get close enough to the racers
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to feel the pulsations of their engines and hear the tires struggling for grip - and sometimes even witness an oldfashioned wave of civility and decorum from an open cockpit.

Luis A. Martínez is a Track Anthropologist for Victory Lane Magazine, Porsche Club of America – Club Racing News,
Motorsports Marketing Resources, The Frontrunner (Finger Lakes Region - PCA), ), Der Gasser (Riesentoter PCA), Genesee
Valley Chapter BMW Car Club of America and
Contributing Author for the International Motorsports Racing Research Center, Watkins Glen, NY

Luis A. Martínez

Since 1975

Reading, ‘Riting & Racing! ©
Quick37 Racing
P.O. Box 242
Pittsford, NY 14534
585.766.9536
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Porsche Club of America

Finger Lakes Region
“By the lake…”
CALENDAR FOR 2021
Jan. 25
Jan. 25-26
March 13
March 17-20
April 3
April 11
April 25
May 1
May 20-23

Finger Lakes Region Executive Meeting
IMSA WeatherTech Championship, Rolex 24 Hour Race, Daytona
Finger Lakes Region Cars & Coffee – Leo’s, East Rochester
IMSA WeatherTech Championship, 12 Hours of Sebring, FL
Finger Lakes Region Cars & Coffee – Leo’s, East Rochester
Finger Lakes Region Membership Meeting, Beef & Brew, Geneva
Opening Day for FLK at Watkins Glen International
Finger Lakes Region Cars & Coffee – Leo’s, East Rochester
Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance, Amelia Island, FL
May 31-June1 PCA Niagara Region, High Performance Driver’s Ed. – The Glen
June 5
Annual FLK Lunch - Porsche Clash - early reception, catered lunch,
premier racers view at the Glen Club – Watkins Glen International
June 11-13 “48 Hours at The Glen”- Zone 1 HPDE, Watkins Glen
June 24-27
Sahlen’s 6 Hours at the Glen, IMSA WeatherTech Sports Car Series
July 3
Finger Lakes Region Cars & Coffee – Leo’s, East Rochester
July 28-29
PCA Niagara Region, High Performance Driver’s Ed. – The Glen
August 7
Finger Lakes Region Cars & Coffee – Leo’s, East Rochester
August 22
IMSA WeatherTech Championship, Virginia International Raceway
August 25-26 PCA Niagara Region, High Performance Driver’s Ed. – The Glen
Sept. 4
Finger Lakes Region Cars & Coffee – Leo’s, East Rochester
Sept. 9-12
Hilliard US Vintage Grand Prix, Watkins Glen International
Sept. 16-19 GT World Challenge, Watkins Glen International
Sep. 27-28
OctoberFast PCA Niagara Region Advanced HPDE- The Glen
Oct. 2
Finger Lakes Region Cars & Coffee – Leo’s, East Rochester
Oct. 16
Second annual Boardwalk Reunion at Ocean City, New Jersey
Watch for emails from our Club President for updates to our busy calendar

We want to encourage all club members to consider getting
more involved, either as a club officer or in one of the volunteer
positions. The club will continue to grow with your involvement.
VOLUNTEER AND GET INVOLVED!
CATEGORIES OF INTEREST

Concours

Drivers Education

Rally

Autocross

Meetings

Membership

Writing

Technical Events

Social Events

Speakers

Tours

Photography

Sponsorship

Tech Inspection

Trophies

Art

Web Assistance

Equipment

LEVEL OF INVOLVEMENT

I like to be responsible or in charge. I’m a planner, a doer!

I’m great when I’m given an assignment and good direction. I’m a good committee person.

I prefer to work behind the scenes. I’m a team player.

I have some time to give but I don’t know where I’d fit in or who to ask.

I have limited time but want to give something back to the club
Name______________________________________________________________________________
Phone (day)_____________________________ (evening) ___________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________
Email______________________________________________________________________________
Comments:
Mail to: Mike Hortiatis, 42 Chelsea Park, Pittsford, NY 14534
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Online Registration for PCA Events:
ClubRegistration.Net
We will use clubregistration.net for event registration when appropriate, such as
for the FLK Region Anniversary Celebration at The Porsche Clash
Clubregistration.net is an online service used by numerous PCA Regions and
other car clubs as a consistent means of signing up for various club activities. In
many cases, the events are driver education or racing, but the site is also used for
tours and social events, some with fees and some without. At times, the web site
is referred to in the short form: clubreg.
First time users will set up an account with a login ID and password. This can be
done at any time, even if not in regard to a specific event. After that, the registrant
logs in, finds a certain event listed, and registers. If a fee is involved, payment is
made with a credit card or through PayPal.
Beyond initially setting up the registrant Profile, we should also complete the Edit
Vehicles and Edit Memberships items under My Account so that the site has
additional helpful information to include in rosters. So, if you haven't already,
please navigate to club registration.net and set up your account so you'll be ready
to go the next time we use clubreg for event sign-up.
More information here: https://pcaucr.org/wpcontent/uploads/2012/11/UsingClubRegistration.pdf
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FINGER LAKES REGION PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Welcome to our new members:
Bruce Chapman
Mike Draveck
Maynard Fox
Lee Frederico
Craig Barrett
Shane Holmes
Richard Holtzberg
Scott Jarvie
Robert Egerton
Fred Rakvica
Bob Haak, Jr
Thomas Stegbauer

June 15, 2020
June 17, 2020
June 18, 2020
June 19, 2020
July 03, 2020
July 05, 2020
July 19, 2020
August 03, 2020
August 08, 2020
September 27, 2020
October 07, 2020
October 11, 2020

Congratulations to:
5th Anniversary
Danielle Gerby
Michele Armes
Judy Fultz

10th Anniversary
Kathleen Roman

FINGER LAKES REGION
PORSCHE CLUB OF
AMERICA PROFILE

AGE OF OUR PORSCHES
Less than 5 years
Less than 10 years
Less than 15 years
Greater than 20 years
The Gap
Total Number of Active Member Cars

15th Anniversary
Lynne Pedersen
Svetlana Stowell

NUMBER OF PORSCHES

14
32 (14+18)
51 (14+18+18)
46
15
112

*Incl. Less than 3 years (52) ** Excl. Expired Members (5)

MEMBERSHIP PROFILE
Less than 3 Years
Less than 10 Years
Over 10 Years
TOTAL NUMBER OF MEMBERS

NUMBER OF MEMBERS

%

51
75 (51+24)
37
112**

46
67*
33
100%

Boundary of Record
Finger Lakes Region - 1996

Membership Numbers as of December 2020

The Exchange
Finger Lakes Region
Elected Officers and Volunteers
Advertising Guidelines
Publication of paid advertising in the Frontrunner
does not constitute the endorsement by this
publication or the Finger Lakes Region of the
products or services set forth therein. The
Frontrunner reserves the unqualified right to approve
for publication all advertising submitted.

The Exchange Guidelines
Deadline for submitting ads for the EXCHANGE to
the editor is no later than the 15th of each month to
appear in the next issue. Advertising Porsches or
Porsche parts or to solicit materials is free to
members in this section of the publication. Ads will
run for two months unless the editor is formally
notified. To place your want ad, send a note to the
editor containing your copy. Please limit copy to a
maximum of six lines. The editor reserves the right
to edit as needed for space. Ads can be email to:
Veloz36@rochester. rr.com.

President
Dom Pullano
dpullano@rochester.rr.com

Vice President
Vice President
Neil Freson
nfreson@aol.com

Secretary
John Malvaso 585-737-3095
jam@fsisys.com

Treasurer
James Butler
P.O. Box 93
Pittsford, New York 14534
porsche914@frontiernet.net
Membership
Mike Hortiatis
42 Chelsea Park
Pittsford, NY 14534
Mike.hortiatis@gmail.com
Safety Officer
Art Salo
Arthur.salo@rochester.edu
Wheels and snow tires from 2005 Audi S4.
Top-rated Bridgestone Blizzaks 235/40-R18.
Tires were used last winter, just one season.
Wheels and tires in good condition. $500.

Newsletter Editor
Luis A. Martinez
P.O. Box 242
Pittsford, NY 14534
Veloz36@rochester.rr.com

